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FOR THE MAN ON THE WAY UP
You're sure to arrive with a TRAIL "55" . For the HONDA TRAIL "55" is made for going
places...places most men have only dreamed of going." Imagine a vehicle with a lively
4-cycle OHV engine and a low gear ratio of 70 to 1 which will whisk you-plus 250 lbs. of
load-up mountains, over logs, down gullies, through terrain that would stop a jeep and
make a burro balk. A vehicle so rugged it is virtually maintenance-free; yet so light (126
lbs.) and compact it will fit on a car bumper or in the smallest station wagon. A vehicle
that will take you to that trophy buck or record trout-and back again-with matchless
ease and economy. • That is the HONDA TRAIL "55"-America's largest selling trai
machine. See it soon at your nearest HONDA Dealer (for his name, phone-jftes&rn U
and ask for Operator 25). Full price (plus destination and set-up charge):
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World's Largest Motorcycle Manufacturer
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC., P.O. BOX 19-488. LOS ANGELES, CALIF.



MAKE BEAUTIFUL GEMS NOWI Learn about
this fascinating hobby in new booklet, "SO
YOU WANT TO CUT GEMSTONES" and In-
formative Catalog — a $1.50 value for only
25c in coin or stamps.

Send along with name and address to:

t> Lapidary Eng. Corp.

1st. & Hwy. 99 Redlands D, Calif.

MARKET BASKET
PHOTO CO.

P. O. Box 2830, San Diego 12, Calif.

how priced photofinishing; film,
cameras and Kodachrome

processing.

Developing & 12 jumbo prints * _ ._
from Kodacolor film Ip / .T 1 /

Developing & 12 jumbo prints from
Kodacolor film — including a ̂ _ «- .
new roll of Kodacolor . Ipj.jU

Kodacolor
each

reprints jumbo,
I6c

8mm Movie Processing,
color $1.05
Other photo prices comparably low

Send for free mailing envelope
MARKET BASKET PHOTO CO.

P. O. Box 2830, San Diego 12, Calif.

UNDISCOVERED WEALTH!
Buried loot, coins, silver, gold,
jewelry, battle relics! Transistor
AA-SCOPE detects them all. Used
world-wide by experienced explor-
ers since 1932. Exciting! Reward-
ing! Lightweight and supersensi-
tive, the powerful M-SCOPE offers
greater depth penetration, over
200 treasure - hunting days of
battery life. Easy terms. Guaran-
teed. Write for the FREE illustrated
booklet of fascinating customer
experiences.

FISHER RESEARCH LAB., INC.
Dept. 2C, Polo Alto, Calif.

RIVER TRIPS—
DINOSAUR NATIONAL MONUMENT. "Week-
ly Specials," 4-days, leaving every Thursday
during June. Best river trip at the lowest
cost.
GREY-DESOLATION CANYON. Two trips, 6-
days each. Early June. Magnificent scenery.
MIDDLE FORK of the SALMON RIVER. June
30, July 7, 14, 21. Six-day boat trips. Best
trout, salmon fishing.
CATARACT CANYON. April 21, June 2 — 6
days. $150 each.
GLEN CANYON. June 2, 10—6 days. $95 ea.
COLUMBIA RIVER. Aug. I 7—6 days. $210 ea.
. . . PLUS MAY OTHER TRIPS. For informa-
tion, brochure, write:

HATCH RIVER EXPEDITIONS Co., Inc.
VERNAL, UTAH

LETTERS
FROM OUR READERS

A Tribute to Jaeger . . .

To the Editor: Enclosed is a picture of
Dr. Edmund Jaeger. I feel that it is a
wonderfully personal and insightful picture
of a unique kind of man with a unique
kind of serenity; a man that is truly at
home only when he is close to nature, and
to the desert that he loves and knows so
well.

Dr. Jaeger has lived, studied and taught
in the Southwestern Deserts since the days
when towns like Palm Springs were all non-
existent. He has inspired countless students
in his biology classes to delve deeper into
the workings of nature, and to better ap-
preciate and understand his surroundings.
He has loaned and given financial aid to
scores of aspiring students, and he has al-
ways given freely of himself, his time and
his encouragement and friendship to all
who were genuinely interested in learning.

Instead of slowing down after retiring
from active college teaching, he has in-
creased his activities, with more of his
field trips, more of his famous "Palavers"
(get-together of groups of up to 75 friends,
college students, teachers, or some other
group, in some remote corner of the desert,
with talks and discussions on pertinent
topics of science), more writing, countless
lectures for classes and clubs, and as the
curator of plants at the Riverside Municipal
Museum. On top of that, he carries on a
remarkable amount of correspondence with
friends all over the world—and yet, he is
never too busy to take time out for an
hour or two with a friend, old or new.

Recently Dr. Jaeger set up Science Schol-
arship Funds at several colleges in South-
ern California. He feels that this is a
way for "some of his money to do some
good" while he is still around to see it.
I feel that a man like this also deserves the
recognition that he has earned, now, while
he can see how his works have been and
are appreciated.

ROBERT T. NEHER
Indiana University,

Bloomington, Indiana

Coachella Valley Issue . . .
To the Editor: Your March issue is one
of the finest reflections of the Palm Springs
and desert area that I have ever seen in
print. It is evident that you are carrying
on the high level of excellence so ably
launched by Randall Henderson.

The photography is superb, the printing
is excellent and the articles are humorous,
informative and educational. DESERT is
one of the greatest assets we have in the
area. More power to you.

AUGUST G. KETTMANN
Chief of Police, Palm Springs

FRESH-AIR

COOLING

DESERT-PROVED

for more than 23 years

A gentle breeze of fresh, cool air
flows constantly into every room
when you cool your home with an
Arctic Circle V-Series Air Cooler.
Patented Microglas liners on the
cooling pads help keep out dust
and pollen. For more than 23
years, Arctic Circle Coolers have
led in features that assure better
cooling at lower cost.

See the Yellow Pages

for the Nearest

ARCTIC CIRCLE
Air Cooler

DEALER
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center for the sport of soaring in the South-
west. The glider was and is a familiar sight
on the flat dry-lakes (those wonderful nat-
ural landing strips) or in the constant air
currents high above the desert mountains.
When Fred Harris, who operates a soaring
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winter operations in Palm Springs, glider
flying moved to the Low Desert with him.
Soaring has accounted for a remarkable
change in the attitude of at least some Low
Desert residents in regard to the approach of
summer — they are looking forward to the
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provide the thermal lift necessary to keep
the gliders aloft for hours at a time. The
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Dennis Holmes.
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MAKING CAMP IN THE OROCOPIAS. Photo by Del Cox.

THE DESERT IN MAY

FAST CAMELS. On May 4-5, 500 four-wheel-drive enthusiasts will take
to the hills (Orocopia Mountains) on the north flank of Salton Sea for
what is becoming a top Southern California outdoor attraction — the
Sidewinder Jeep Cruise. The event—the ninth annual affair—is spon-
sored by the Sareea Al Jamel four-wheel-drive Club of Indio. Sareea
Al Jamel, in Arabic, means "fast camels." But, no one is expected or
encouraged to speed it up on the rugged backtrails especially scratch-
ed-out for this year's event. Registration fee is $2 per vehicle; the big
Saturday night pit barbecue costs $2 per person; the enchantment of
the Orocopias is free. Full details, reservations from Sareea Al Jamel
4wd Club, Box 1157, Indio, Calif.

* * *
LAND SWINDLES. The Department of Interior announced that under
terms of new regulations, swindlers who cheat elderly Easterners out
of their savings with land selling frauds in the West will find it
tougher to pull off their racket. The changes permit automatic rejection
of applications for small tracts of Federal lands unless the land has
been opened to application. The regulation removes one of the major
selling points which illegitimate promoters have used to defraud vic-
tims. "We want people to be aware that there are sharp dealers who
charge sizable fees for filing useless applications for public land which
the victims don't have any chance whatsoever of obtaining," said
Secretary Udall.

* * *
MORE CAMPGROUNDS. The California State Public Works Board has
allocated $466,750 for the purchase of approximately 500 acres in the
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Stone Creek area adjacent to Mr.. San Jacinto State Park. A major
campground with eventual facilities for 500 families is planned at
Stone Creek, on the Banning-Idyllwild Road.

* * *
BORDER PACT. Fifty-one years of dispute were resolved recently when
the governors of California and Arizona signed a boundary pact pro-
viding for division of 4400 acres in and near Yuma. The agreement
must now be ratified by the legislatures of both states as well as the
U. S. Congress. The land in question was divided 2700 acres for Cali-
fornia, 1700 acres for Arizona. Protests came from two quarters. The
Quechan Indians don't like the idea of some of their reservation land
ending up in Arizona, and Assemblyman Victor Veysey of Brawley
said Imperial County was flatly opposed to the pact and will fight
ratification.

* * *
MINING MISUSES. The Bureau of Land Management's Southern Cali-
fornia office (Riverside) has cautioned mining location claimants that
the government is prepared to assess occupancy or mineral trespass
damages wherever unauthorized use of the Public Domain is discov-
ered. Presumably, the BLM means it is going to step-up its efforts to
keep all mining claimants honest. Four "problems" that have develop-
ed through misuses of the mining laws were cited: 1) The use of min-
ing claims for such business site purposes as cafes and service sta-
tions. 2) The use of mining claims principally for permanent or recrea-
tional homesites. 3) The removal of so-called "common-variety" min-
eral materials from mining claims. Examples are: sand and gravel,
decorative or ornamental stone, rock for roofing granules, rubble and
fill dirt, and brick clay. These and similar materials may not be re-
moved from any mining claim located after July 23, 1955, or from older
mining claims that did not show a production of these materials prior
to July 23, 1955. 4) The location and development of mining claims on
land that has been withdrawn from mining entry for such purposes as
reclamation, recreation, homesite, or military uses.

* * *
SALTON POLLUTION. A spokesman for the U.S. Boundary and Water
Commission announced that a new sewage disposal plant will be
constructed soon in Mexicali to serve that community's 100,000 resi-
dents. Thus it is hoped that pollution of the Salton Sea by sewage
dumped into the New River in Mexico will be brought to an end. The
Mexican facility is expected to be completed next year. Similar facili-
ties are to be completed at the same time in Calexico, Mexicali's sister
city on the U.S. side of the border.

* * *
MAY CALENDAR. May 2-5—Golf Tournament, Las Vegas. May 4-5—
Gem and Mineral Show, Palmdale. May 4-5—Fiesta de la Placita,
Tucson. May 4-5—Gem and Mineral Show, La Mesa, Calif. May 11-26
—Annual Wildflower Show, Julian. May 16-19—Helldorado and Ro-
deo, Las Vegas. May 18-19—Victor Valley Gem and Mineral Show,
Fairgrounds, Victorville. May 25-26—Friendship River Cruise, Moab.

Metal Detectors
BOUGHT - SOLD - TRADED

Dealer For
Detectron, Fisher, Goldak,

Raytron, GeoFinder,
Metrotech

Repair Service

BILL'S SERVICE CENTER
15502 So. Paramount Blvd.

Paramount California

WHEN YOU
CAN RIDE!

/v&W
'TRAIL or MINI CYCLE
SAVE UP TO *50 IN COSTS!

I / " k A / / V S O » I X l . l A M A Z I N G N E W P L A N S snow you how to use
I WriL.7 » £ H I ~ J j n e x p € n s l v e materials to build your own profes-

sional Trail or Mini Cycle. Easy to Build "Doit-
Yourself" plans are "easy to follow" with step

' step procedures, illustrated diagrams and
, .jmolete parts list! Trail or Mini Cycle PLANS-
| ONLY $2 ppd. each. Both plans, only $3.50
! ppd. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! Qism Ted.v

- Send Check, Cash or Money Order to:
G O - C Y C L E C O M P A N Y Dept.oss
1539 North Laurel Ave.. Los Anjslts 46, Calif.

FREEI

NORTHERN ARIZONA
Vacation in the beautiful scenic wonders,
in the cool pines, of Oak Creek Canyon.
Year 'round trout fishing at your door.

Photographers' ^arV&t
Paradise vj*j^

Don Hoel's Cabins
"In the heart of Oak Creek Canyon"

24 completely furnished housekeeping cabins.

Write DON HOEL, Owner
Oak Creek Route, Flagstaff, Arizona

Phone AT 2-3560
20 miles south of Flagstaff, on 89A.

IF THE SOUTHWEST
is your hobby, read all about it! Send
for our free Southwest Book Catalog.

Desert Magazine—Palm Desert, Calif.

mm
RAISES IT LOWERS

The unique hydraulic mechanism which raises
the camper top can be safely operated even by
a small child. Locks prevent accidental lower-
ing. The top is lowered quickly by the simple
turn of a valve.

The Alaskan Camper is quickly transformed
from its compact low silhouette on the road to
roomy walk-in living quarters. Drive safely at
any speed with minimum drag and sway.
Moments later, enjoy the comfort and conven-

THE FIRST
PICK-UP
CAMPER

TO BE TESTED
ON A 'ROUND
THE WORLD

TRIP

ience of a weathertight, high ceiling, home away
from home complete with three burner stove,
sink, cabinets, ice box, beds, and many other
luxury features.

Write today to the factory nearest you for free folder describing the most advanced camper on the road.
CAMPERS, INC. PENNACAMP, INC.

Dept. D Dept. D Dept. D

SIX \
C A r i Y M > i c c \ R. D. HALL MFG., INC. CAMPERS, INC. PENNACAMP, INC. CANADIAN MOBILE LIVING
FACTORIES \ D e p { D D e p { D O e p t D CAMPERS PRODUCTS, LTD.

E ' 9847 Glenoaks Blvd., 8819 Renton Ave. P. 0. Box 264 7 7 peiham
DAve. P. a B o x 548

Sun Valley, Calif. Seattle 18, Wash. Manheim, Penna. Toronto 9, Ontario Red Deer, AlbertaYOU /

R. D. HALL MFG., INC.
Texas Div., Dept. D

6911 Stearns St.
Houston, Texas

U.S. PATENT NO. 2879103 CANADIAN PATENT NO. 637-543
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This Season—
explore with the

folks who pioneered
power booting in

Glen Conyon. Visit
upper reaches of

canyons never before
seen from boats

approved by U. S.
Park Service and

U. S. Coast Guard.
Paved road to our faf Qreene

leave you^a? and CANYON TOURS INC.
return to it. Write WAHWEAP LODGE

for our schedule P. O. BOX 1356
and brochure. PAGE, ARIZONA

First Concessionaires for new Glen Canyon
Recreation Area, Lake Powell

15 S WESTERN NOTES $ 1 . 5 0
Postpaid

ALL DIFFERENT! Some of the most beautiful
color photographs that have appeared in ARI-
ZONA HIGHWAYS MAGAZINE. Included: Monu-
ment Valley, Grand Canyon, Oak Creek, Desert
Panoramas, Havasu Falls, Missions and Spectac-
ular Sunsets. Linen paper, 3%"*.%%"

ALSO 12 Western Christmas Cards on
heavy textured paper (5" x 7") $1.50
(postpaid) until September. A collec-
tion of cards so beautiful many people
are acquiring a set for themselves. Sat-
isfaction guaranteed.

KENT FROST
CANYONLANDS

JEEP TOURS
The Famous Utah Needles Country, Salt Creek,
Angel Arch, Castle Arch. Historical Mormon
Trail of 1880, Lake Powell Shore Line Area,
Canyonlands Country: Including Land of
Standing Rocks, Grand View Point, Upheaval
Dome and Monument Canyon.

$25 per day per person

For further information and reservations write:

Kent and Fern Frost, Canyonlands Tours
295 Blue Mt. Drive Monticello, Utah

Phone JU 7-2787

EXPLORE UNDERGROUND
Years ahead transistor loca-
tors. Detect gold, silver,
coins, relics.
Write for free information to
Curt Fisher, Underground
Explorations, Box 793, Dept.
3A, Menlo Park, California.

A HOBBY THAT PAYS

By MARY FRANCES BERKHOLZ

Actinolite
Crystals

At
Wrightwood

NESTLED IN a pine-clad cove
on the north flank of South-
ern California's San Gabriel

Mountains, a dozen miles from the
Cajon Pass, lies the little alpine com-
munity of Wrightwood. Long popu-
lar with winter sports enthusiasts,
the area also boasts of an energetic
permanent population. Little could
these mountain dwellers anticipate
on May 7, 1941, that on that day
they would witness "geology in the
making" as Old Mother Earth shifted
her heavy burden of rocks. One out-
come of this upheaval—on the plea-
sant side—was the creation of a fine
mineral collecting area.

The Great Mud Flow's origin was
at the head of Heath Canyon, where
conditions were ideal. The bedrock,
in this section of the San Gabriels, is
pre-cambrian pelona schist, consisting
of a large variety of metamorphic
rocks. These include actinolite and
sillimanite schist, crystalline lime-
stone, quartzite, and a muscovite-albite
schist along with metamorphosed vol-
canics. The head of Heath Canyon
lies within the San Andreas rift zone
and is subjected to very intensive
shattering and subsequent weather-
ing. This erosive action produces
vast amounts of talus, which, due to
the very narrow gorge at the can-
yon's head, accumulates to a con-
siderable depth. Since the talus is
mainly composed of weathered schis-
tose rock, it becomes extremely slip-
pery when moist. Most years this area
receives heavy winter snows and,
since it is on the northern flank of
the mountain, the snow pack becomes
quite deep. Such were the conditions
in 1941 when an unseasonably warm
spell melted the snow, thus providing
the lubricant for the mud slide.

With a tremendous roar, hundreds

DARK BOULDER IS OF ACTINOLITE CRYSTALS

ARROW POINTS TO SCARP ABOVE WRIGHTWOOD

of tons of slimy mud, very much like
wet concrete, began its descent. The
flow was slow, licking along and
smothering everything in its path. An
apple orchard was buried with the
trees standing upright. A cabin and
some sheds were inundated to the
eaves though the buildings were not
moved. This oozing mass crossed the
highway, continued down Heath
Canyon, and spread out like soft fin-
gers on the desert floor. It traveled
15 miles and descended 5000 feet in
elevation. The runoff water contin-
ued on and flowed into Mirage Dry
Lake, 10 miles to the north. For a
week, the mud flows continued daily,
with several coming in succession
during mid-day.

High on the mountainside, and
clearly visible from the highway, is
the huge scarp area where the ma-
terial originated. It rises at a steep
angle to over 1000 feet in height and
at the top a vertical arcuate scarp,
from 100 to 200 feet high, has been
formed.

Evidence of this tremendous move-
ment can easily be seen today, even
though numerous mountain cabins
are being built on the flow itself.
Geologists have predicted other
flows will probably occur here;
though, perhaps, on a much smaller
scale. Erosion, shattering along the
fault zone, and weathering are forces
of nature that never sleep. When
enough talus accumulates above the
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narrows and a heavy snow pack is
melted by early summer weather, the
oozing mud may once again creep
down from the mountain to the des-
ert floor.

The actinolite boulders, carried
down by the mud flow and strewn
along its path, are of considerable
interest to the mineral collector. Due
to weathering, these boulders general-
ly have a rounded water-worn appear-
ance on the exterior. They are often
passed by in favor of fractured speci-
mens revealing the inner crystals. A
sharp blow will cleave these rounded
specimens and thereby expose the
beautiful green color and crystal
form within.

The most desirable specimens (and,
of course, least plentiful) are those
with short stubby blades radiating in-
to fan shapes. These are often quite
large, occurring up to seven inches in
length. Most of the crystals will be
found as fine needles of good green
color. Specimen size varies from sin-
gle crystals to small groups; or, if
you prefer, you may collect boulders
up to several hundred pounds in
weight.

Actinolite is a calcium-magnesium-
iron amphibole. It owes its bright
green color to the ferrous iron pre-
sent.

The Wrightwood actinolite area
has been a popular collecting locale
for many years. I revisited the area
a few weeks ago and specimens were
quite plentiful in the areas shown on
the accompanying map. This is de-
lightful country in any season, though
collecting would be a bit difficult
following a heavy snowfall. Access
to the locations is over good paved
road. No camping is permitted in
the immediate area, but excellent for-
estry camps are found at Big Pines,
lour miles to the west.

As in all gem and mineral collect-
ing locales, it is necessary here to get
out of the car and hike up and down
the washes. It is rather amazing, to
me, how many people expect to drive
to a spot, get out, and then collect a
ton of material in the shadow of the
car! Thank heaven this isn't possible!
Collecting is a hobby; and, in this
day of sedentary living, a hobby is
supposed to give pleasure, relaxation
and exercise. / / /
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FINAL
INVITATION

. . . TO SEE. PHOTOGRAPH AND ENJOY
ONE OF THE GREATEST "BEAUTIES" ON
EARTH:

GLEN CANYON
OF THE COLORADO RIVER IN UTAH.

BOAT 122 MILES ALONG 1000-FOOT-HIGH

CANYON WALLS OF INDESCRIBABLE

BEAUTY. — VISIT:

RAINBOW BRIDGE
On January 20, gates on diversion tun-

nels were closed on GLEN CANYON DAM
in Arizona. Lake Powell began to rise.
During 1963, nearly all the entrances to
side canyons for 154 miles will be inun-
dated,—and bury forever the great beauty
and charm of GLEN CANYON.

Come, boat with us 7-days on one of
four remaining Springtime trips;

LAUNCH DATES:

MAY 12 4 26 — JUNE 9 4 23.

After 25 years of guiding on Western
U. S. and Canadian Arctic Rivers, we
offer our 18-year-old base fare:

7-days $125.00

Drive your car — or fly to launching

point in 45 minutes—to HITE, Utah.

Come, join us—Into A Land of Great
Beauty—the river Canyonlands.

LARABEE and ALESON
WESTERN RIVER TOURS

TEASDALE. UTAH, U.S.A.
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Write or phone if \0e can serVe I
your desert real estate needs j

PALM SPRINGS
Tony Burhe

Acreage, Ranches & Golf Course Homes

P. O. BOX 910 324-3283

+&0RRM0 SPRINGS
Carlson £ Corey Co.

BorregO 4? La Jolla Properties

XMAS CIRCLE RO 7-5344

* LA QUINT A
Milton A. Hoffman

Serving La Qtlinta Since 19)4

P. O. BOX 306 DI 7-4441

* 29 PALMS
jack B. Renfro, Inc.
Exclusive Property - Buy Direct

6495 ADOBE ROAD 367-2535

EVERY 1
DURING THE

A Four-Day M

of Glen Canyo

to Rainbow N
(Start ot and retu

Also - Day Trips •
LITERATURE U

MONDAY
1963 SEASON

otorboat Tour

n (Lake Powell)

latural Bridge
rn to Hite, Utah)

Sightseeing Rides
PON REQUEST

GLEN CANYON BOATING
WHITE CANYON, UTAH

OPALS and SAPPHIRES
Direct From Australia

This Month's Best Buy

SPE C I A
1 Whole Pound

Large

$10.00

L OFFER
Rough Opal Matrix

Pieces with Pinfire Opal

FREE SEAMAIL

Send personal cheque, international money
order, bank draft. Free 16 page list of all
Australian Gemstones.

AUSTRALIAN GEM TRADING CO.
294 Little Collins Street

MELBOURNE, C.T. AUSTRALIA

REMEMBER BIRTHDAYS with
a DESERT subscription . . . $4.50

NEW IDEAS for DESERT LIVING
By DAN LEE
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Custom Camper—
Buyers of the popular Japanese import

truck, the Datsun, can now buy a custom-
designed coach-camper to fit the Datsun
non-standard bed. (Campers to fit the Dat-
sun wheel-wells are not standard items).
The Datsun owner can get a Huntsman
camper tailormade for the Datsun truck.
It has a full-height rear door (truck tail
gate is removed), two full-width side win-
dows and crank-open jalousied windows on
sides and back. Total weight of this hand-
some camper is a low 160 pounds. Priced
at $160 and up, from the Huntsman, 3275
W. Pomona Blvd., Pomona, Calif. These
new campers can be obtained either lined
or unlined, in a variety of styles.

Camper's Compact Saw—
This new tool looks very handy for

those cold desert nights and mornings,
when driftwood is available for fire. It's
a sort of compact buck-saw, measuring
I6V2 inches long and 6V4 inches high
ready for use. The steel blade appears to
be of high quality, and under testing is
reliable. Looks good for back-pack camp-
ing, or stow it under the seat of your truck
or Jeep. They call it the Konnie Hand
Saw. It sells for $3.50, from Rich-Con,
Inc., 327 Richmond Street, El Segundo,
Calif.

LP-Gas Lantern—

This new outdoor camper's lamp from
Bernzomatic is operated by disposable LP-
gas cylinders. No manual pumping of pres-
sure, and no fuel-handling makes this lamp
practical and handy. It burns about 12
hours on a single LP-gas cylinder, and
stays lit in heavy winds. The light can be
regulated from a soft glow to a bright
beam. The body is shock-resistant steel,
and the globe is heat-resistant Pyrex. The
lantern has a 300-degree frontal beam, and
a 360-degree baselight beam. The price is
$16.95 from most sporting goods stores,
or write Bernzomatic, Rochester, N.Y.

Economy Motor Bike—
The Falcon is a street and trail bike,

American made, strongly resembling some
of the imports. But here's a switch: The
Falcon trail bike undersells the imports!
For the past two years, the situation has
been reversed, with the imports offered at
bargain prices. The Falcon price-tag is $139,
which includes an all-welded frame, 50cc
engine, full automatic clutch, hand-opera-
ted front brakes and internal-shoe rear
brakes, headlight, tail-light, twist grip
throttle, and other extras, including an air
pump, tool kit, luggage rack, chrome-
plated wheels, and heavy-duty kickstand.
A deluxe version of the Falcon motorbike

is also available at slightly higher cost.
From Bird Engineering, Dept. DW-4, Box
427, Omaha, Nebraska. This is no "back-
yard" operation . . . Bird Engineering has
been in business many years.

/ Desert Magazine / May, 1963



Radical New Camper—
I've seen almost everything produced in

the camper field, but the new Ruddy Duck
is undoubtedly the most versatile thing yet
offered. This amazing unit is assembled
and packaged as a single piece of equip-
ment—but it can be used as a slide-in truck
camper, or as an independent camper
hauled on a utility trailer. At the campsite,
you can unload it for use on the ground,
leaving the truck free for other duty. Fold-
up galvanized steel bows provide a top
cover 94-inches long, 96-inches wide, and
6-feet 5-inches tall, providing almost 50-
square-feet of living area. Three zippered
nylon windows, a plywood bottom panel,
one double bed, and one bunk (with foam
mattresses) are standard equipment. Ruddy
Duck weighs 295 pounds, and folded for
travel, has a low height of only 30 inches.
The price is just $325, from Vesely Mfg.
Co., 2101 N. Lapeer Rd., Box 151, La-
peer, Mich.

New Patio Heater—
Even on the warmest nights, a dip in

the swimming pool or a fresh breeze can
send a chill over your patio guests. Out-
door living is more enjoyable if you can
protect guests from the rigors of sudden
shivers. The new Solarflo radiant heater
is one of the most practical, rugged-look-
ing outdoor heaters I've ever seen. I like
it because it's simplicity itself. A big 34V2-
inch reflector shield throws out 50,000
BTU's of heat to a distance of 20 feet.
Under the heat-reflector, the natural gas
(or LP gas) burner is a well-controlled
ring of fire, operated by a manual on-off
pilot knob. I had opportunity to test one
of these new heaters recently, and I can
vouch for its efficient dispersion of heat.
The units are lightweight, and well made.
The buyer can mount them permanently in
the patio deck or for a little more money,
you can get a Solarflo heater on a rolling
stand, complete with independent butane
tanks. Ideal for garden parties on those
brisk evenings. The price starts at $161
from Solarflo Co., Inc., 329 S. Vermont
Ave., P.O. Box 745, Glendora, Calif.

READY FOR THE ROUGHEST!

TRAIL
MACHINE

Dealer
Inquiries
Invited

Features 3-Speed
gear box, left-
hand operated
clutch, right-
hand operated
shift lever,
telescopic front
forks, folding
kickstarter.
Engine: Briggs &
Stratton 53^ HP.

MUSTANG MOTOR PRODUCTS CORP., 241 CONCORD ST., GLENDALE 3, CALIF.

PLAN TO VISIT

Mexican Hat, Utah
* * * C a f e , Motel, Trading Post; Clothing
and Curio Store; Service Stations, Auto-
motive Garage; Navajo Rugs, Jewelry;
Film and Travel Supplies; Air Strip,
Hangar and Tiedowns; Overnight Travel
Trailer and Camper Facilities.
+ * * F o r additional information write—

MEXICAN HAT
Chamber of Commerce
MEXICAN HAT, UTAH

Your Utah Home —

M-4 Guest Ranch
Where you can stay in comfort and tour
the colorful Canyonlands country . . .
horseback riding, jeep tours, swimming,
hiking, pack trips. For full information
on how to spend a real vacation, write:

M-4 Guest Ranch
Box 1518 Moab, Utah

WEAWBR-MHT
HARDTOP MODEL

Winter or Summer —you'll find real com-
fort in this sharp, rugged hardtop model.
The removable hardtop is all steel with
sliding side windows. Rear doors fit
"dutch style!' Interior has a tough vinyl
headliner and is doubly protected with
steel crossbows. It is fully lockable, with
external locks.
Hardtop or Soft Top —the DATSUN
PATROL's big 135 H.P. Waterproof En-
gine packs the BIG POWER to go any-
where . . . do anything. For WORK or
PLAY, don't miss the DATSUN PATROL j
...it's the most advanced design 4-wheel
drive vehicle in the world !

D A T S U N PATROL 4-WHEEL
DRIVE

P I C K U P i1,596 dei
Up to 1 Ton Payload

Send me literature on the Datsun Patrol and name of nearest
dealer.
Mail to: NISSAN MOTOR CORP. IN U. S. A., DEPT. DM4

137 E. Alondra Blvd., Gardens, Calif.
O PICKUP • HARD-TOP PARTOL

Name

Address.

City -State.

OATSUN PATROL Dealer Franchises are available Write for details.
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The news items on these pages were taken from the
Rawhide Rustler's 1907 and 1908 editions

Compiled and Photographed by
DONALD BOONE

of Carson City, Nevada

O'Brien On Trial
The preliminary trial of

Martin O'Brien, who is charg-
ed with the shooting of the
woman "Gold Tooth Bess"
and the waiter "Curley" at
Rawhide some time ago, will
be taken up in Justice Hen-
ley's court today, January 3,
1907, at 2 o'clock.

Big Car In Rawhide
P. 0. Pollock, the well-

known chauffeur from the
southern camps, will have
his 50-horsepower Pope-Tole-
do on the Rawhide run from
now on. He is the most ex-
perienced driver in Nevada.

CHURCHILL COUNTY TO
FIGHT FOR RAWHIDE

It has been decided by an
unofficial survey, that the
camp of Rawhide is in Es-
meralda County, but the
people of Churchill County
are up in arms. It is claimed
that when Chute and Taylor
made their survey, they estab-
lished a base line some 8 or
9 miles northeast of the Ma-
son adobe, instead of that
established in 1861, the origi-
nal survey. Churchill Coun-
ty's position is that the origi-
nal survey must be followed
and that is the reason a fight
is on. People in Rawhide have
paid taxes for 30 years to
Churchill County.

Frank Hopkins surveys what is left of Rawhide. Photo was taken
in front of his cabin—which used to be the Rawhide Tailoring Co.

RAWHIDE MUST HAVE
A NEW STONE JAIL

The sooner the county com-
missioners commence the e-
rection of a new stone jail
the better for the community.
If Rawhide is going to be-
come the dumping ground for

the criminal element this
winter, adequate preparation
should be made in advance
for the reception of this class
of individuals which, judging
from public sentiment, will
be given short shift as their
presence becomes known.

The Rawhide jail—built by Goldfield stone masons.

Rawhide's Pleasure Resort
Assistant District Attorney

Walsh was supervising the
erection of the new jail, when
a tough-looking character,
who evidently had been ac-
customed to more elaborate
bastiles, said: "Hell, there
ain't no room for ventilation
in that pen!"

"Well, my friend," replied
Walsh, "this is not exactly a
pleasure resort."

Whereupon, with a "Say,
Cull, you're all right," the
tramp walked away.

JAIL'S FIRST GUEST
The first guest at Judge

Armstrong's "hotel" was J.

Smith. Smith said, "It is all
that it is claimed to be, and
if a person wants peace and
quiet, Judge Armstrong's
place is the one to go to."

Smith is what is known as
an Annexationist. He annex-
ed another man's watch and
chain. THIRTY DAYS!

Keep Our Money At Home
We would have been bet-

ter pleased if the contract for
building the new jail had
been let to some one of our
local contractors, instead of
Goldfield parties. WE NEED
THE MONEY.

Once, men and horses—and hope—roamed Rawhide's streets.

RAWHIDE HOTEL, Mary
Suprenant, prop. All you can
eat for 50c.

WATER IS COMING . . .
Water works soon will be

installed in Rawhide, and no
more will the sardine can be
used as a bath tub. For the
first 60 days water will be
sold at 2V£c per gallon, and
thereafter 2c.
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DIRECTIONS TO THE RAWHIDE CAMP

Tex Rickard's stone wine cellar. Grutt Hill in background.

TEX IS IN TOWN
Tex Rickard says, "Raw-

hide reminds me of Dawson,
Alaska, and Goldfield, Neva-
da, in the days of their early
history. I have never seen
such a surface showing as
at Rawhide.

COME TO RAWHIDE by au-
to. The Auto Livery Co.
leaves the Churchill Hotel at
Fallon daily. Fare: $12.50
Trip time 2 hours and 15
minutes.
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Looking toward Stingaree Gulch.

MAN OP GOD AT
KELLY'S DANCE HALL

Rev. Hazlett arrived late
on the Luning Stage. He
stepped from the stage hur-
riedly and asked a stranger
where the "Hall" was.

"What hall?" queried the
stranger. "Kelly's the only
hall in town."

"That's probably the one,"
said the minister. "Will you
kindly point it out to me."

"Come on I'll show you,"
said the stranger, who forth-
with proceeded to pilot the
reverend to Kelly's.

As the lights of the Gulch
began to appear, Rev. Haz-
lett suspected he was being
led astray and asked: "Are
you sure this is the right
road?"

"Sure thing," said the
stranger, "and there's a dance
on tonight!"

"DANCE!" cried the min-
ister. "Why, I came here to
preach this evening."

"Well," said the stranger,
"I guess you don't want Kel-
ly's Dance Hall then . . .
though they need preaching
bad enough." And the stran-
ger went off.

UNDERTAKER—EMBALM-
ER . . . all orders promptly
attended to. We also carry
a complete line of stationery,
magazines, and all leading
dailies and a choice line of
fresh confectionery. Mail
your orders to: J. F. Moody,
Mina, Nevada.

RICHEST STRIKE IN
HISTORY OF NEVADA

Rawhide ore runs $79,600
to the ton! The strike was
made on Block 8—lease be-
longing to Flynn, Ryan, Pad-
rick and Casson on the Hap-
py Hooligan claim on McLeod
Hill.

DAY & CANO Stage Line Of-
fice, Rawhide. Freighting 2c
per pound.

X Foirview8 ' s*f,.
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The Wonder Lumber Co. Hooligan Hill is in right background.

Our Town "Sparkles"
A few days ago a gentle-

man who made a fortune in
Goldfield and has taken his
residence in Rawhide having
secured some valuable pro-
perties, visited the former

city. When asked by a Gold-
field booster for a compari-
son of the two places said:
"It is like comparing Cham-
pagne with muddy water,
and Rawhide is the sparkling
side."
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LLANO'S
WITHERED
DREAM
B y D A V I D P . B A I L E Y

DURING the past 45 years, the
Antelope Valley's ghost town
Utopia, Llano del Rio Coopera-

tive Colony, has been slowly surrend-
ering to encroaching armies of Joshua
trees and subdividers. Crumbling
chimneys and melting walls are ling-
ering monuments to a thousand fer-
vent souls who once labored in this
water-scarce desert to establish a para-
dise-on-earth where life was forever
to remain uncluttered by the prob-
lems of capitalism. Between 1914 and
1918, Llano—astride Highway 138
midway between Littlerock and Cajon
Pass-grew to become the largest, if
not the most unique, town in the
western Mojave Desert. Today, the
people are gone and silence prevails
—broken relics in fields choked with
desert growth give mute witness to
the experiment that failed.

The relatively few "old-timers" in
the Antelope Valley recall when a
parade or Fourth-of-July program in
Palmdale, Littlerock, Lancaster, Mo-
jave or Victorville was unthinkable
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BUILDING THE "ONLY COOPERATIVE CITY IN THE WORLD." PHOTO FROM THE "LLANO VIEWBODK.'

LLANO TODAY. Pillars and chimneys (above) are vestiges of the
Llano del Rio Colony Hotel. This ruin is a familiar landmark along
Highway 138. Below: an empty silo and the dairy barn's naked walls
At one time, the socialists had 100 milch cows at their Antelope Val-
ley colony (see photo on page 17).

without including the Llano Colony
Brass Band as a feature attraction.
Baseball teams from the nearby com-
munities were routinely trounced by
the invincible red-suited socialist ball
club. Llano livestock often gleaned
a sizable portion of blue ribbons at
the Antelope Valley Fair. The Llano

machine shop was the best on the
American Desert.

One former colonist still lives in
the area. Antony Vacik, his charm-
ing wife Betty, and two sons make
their home on a pear orchard in
Littlerock. Tony, a vigorous middle-
aged gentleman with a wry smile and



the complexion of an outdoorsman,
postponed some chores to drop into
an easy-chair and tell what he knew
about the desert Utopia.

"I was six years old when my fam-
ily joined the Colony soon after its
organization. My father had been a
skilled wood craftsman in Czechoslo-
vakia, and his talents were well ap-
plied to directing Llano's lumbering
operation," began Tony. "I remem-
ber many celebrations commemorat-
ing May 1, 1914, as the date when Job
Harriman founded the Colony."

Harriman, a prominent Los Angel-
es lawyer and fervent socialist, was
dedicated to proving the practicabil-
ity of cooperative living. He was
smarting from the 1910 political
near-miss when he ran as the socialist
candidate for mayor of Los Angeles.
Most of his followers were convinced
that he would have won the election
by a landslide had the socialists not
been linked to the tragic bombing of
the Los Angeles Times building.

Harriman's enthusiasm was conta-
gious. He acquired the large Llano
tract and its water rights for practi-
cally no down-payment. The terrain,
on the broad fan at the mouth of
the Big Rock Creek, is desert in every
respect. The dry stony soils, where
undissected by gullies, support most-
ly Joshua trees and creosote bushes.
But to the first contingent of colon-
ists, the aridity of their promised
land was only a temporary obstacle.
They were confident the Big Rock
Creek would unfailingly provide the
water necessary to alter these parch-
ed acres into a self-sufficient agricul-
tural and commercial oasis.

"Anyone could join the Colony if
he was financially able to afford a
membership," Tony explained. But
it was possible to gain membership
with very little cash. In fact, a num-
ber of people traded goods or imple-
ments for a share of the Colony.
"One individual," Tony explained,
"succeeded in convincing someone
that his stock of rowboats was a fair
exchange." Tony's eyes twinkled as
further recollections on this subject
came forth. "We put the boats on
every pond and reservoir in the moun-
tains, and still there were boats left
over. I'll bet you never realized what
a dandy flowerbox or bathtub a row-
boat can make!"

Some of the volunteers were ardent
socialists, others, more difficult to
classify politically, were simply ad-
dicted to Utopian experiments. One
man was credited with six previous
colony ventures. The people at
Llano came from every walk of life,
representing nearly every skill, pro-

fession and level of prosperity found
in an American town of like size.

A constant inflow of new members,
induced by glittering propaganda
and Harriman's personal magnetism,
made housing a continuous problem.
Temporary wood-based tents were
hastily erected and in time some
dwellings of wood and adobe were
built. Little is left of these structures
today, as local homesteaders disman-
tled them for materials soon after the
cooperators departed. Several build-
ings still standing in Littlerock were
made from Colony lumber and brick.

Using teams and scrapers, t h e
workers cleared the plain of surface
rocks and vegetation at the rate of

10 acres a day. Orchards, truck gar-
dens and fields were planted—total
cultivation reached 2000 acres. Sev-
eral miles of canals, ditches and pipe-
lines were laid out to convey the life-
giving waters of Big Rock Creek. En-
thusiasm was rampant as the coopera-
tors watched the desert retreat before
the onslaught of socialism.

The growth of the Colony's com-
mercial activities was evident in the
cluster of buildings taking form on
the plain. At one time, according to
one source, Llano had more than 60
different enterprises, including a
sawmill, machine shop, bakery, hotel
(the large ruin just north of Hwy.
138 was the hotel, actually a dining

•»..
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LLANO (continued)

hall, meeting hall and living quar-
ters for bachelors and transients) ,
commissary, laundry, quarry and
limekiln, cannery, soap factory, tan-
nery, and fish hatchery. The Colony
published two newspapers, the Llano
Colonist, and The Western Comrade.

The Llano Viewhook of 1917 paint-
ed a bright picture of comrades en-
thusiastically working to . . .

"solve the problem of unem-
ployment by providing steady

TONY VACIK. Colonist Antony
Vacik Sr., his wife Emile, and
family visit the Llano lime kiln.
The young man giving forth
with a Bronx cheer is Tony,
who is pictured at left in a re-
cent photo taken at his Little-
rock pear orchard.

employment for the workers;
to assure safety and comfort for
the future and for old age; to
guarantee education for the
children in the best schools;
and to provide a social life
amid surroundings better than
can be found in the competi-
tive world."

Less than one year after these
words appeared in print, Llano was
empty and lifeless. What had hap-
pened?

Tony was quick with his answer:
"Some people just will not cooperate.
Fourteen comrades would be assigned
to a project and probably four of
them would do all the work.

"But, the human element was only
part of the story of failure. Water—
the lack of it—was the decisive fac-
tor."

"How about the water rights on
Big Rock Creek?" I asked.

"True—there is plenty of water in
the creek—but the unforseen happen-
ed here. Visit the Colony site for
yourself. The answer will become
evident."

The naked rock chimneys of the
hotel mark the hub of the dead com-
munity. The roof and walls have
been rudely stripped away, leaving
the span between the facing stone
hearths open to the panorama of
desert and mountain scenery.

Southward, the pine-clad peaks of

the San Gabriels tower in the clear
air. The surrounding alluvial plain
gently slopes northward to be con-
sumed by the vast Antelope Valley,
whose spacious levelness is broken
only by a scattering of buttes and
mesas.

A rock-lined irrigation ditch, filled
with debris, lies a few yards east of
the hotel ruins. I followed it down-
slope to the cluster of decaying foun-
dations a short distance away. Rising
conspicuously above these relics are
the roofless rock walls of what was to
have been a barn for the Colony's 70
head of work horses.

The Llano Colonist's April 28,
1917, issue describes one of the small-
er buildings nearby as the blacksmith
shop where a "machine" was perfect-
ed to furrow the orchards. Some of
the land cultivated by this device lies
in the area west of the ruins. The
desert appears as though it had never
been disturbed, but a careful exami-
nation uncovers the subtle outlines
of terraces once used to retain water
on these fields.

A quarter-mile south of the high-
way, the great concrete silo and cren-
elled walls of the Colony dairy barn
resemble a lonely fortress. At one
time this facility accommodated 100
milch cows.

The foundations of a school are
located a mile south of the highway
on 165th Street (the first paved
crossroad, one mile west of Llano).
The 100-plus enrollment was divided
between the industrial school, public
school, and kindergarten.

Continuing south on 165th Street,
you pass the office building and air-
strip of the Crystalaire Country Club
(did the old socialists, in their gloom-
iest hour, ever dream that one day a
capitalistic golf course would cover
part of their precious land?). The
small modern structure rests astride
the old canal that once carried water
the four miles from Big Rock Creek
to the fields and orchards of Llano.
Dry banks strewn with the stumps
and fallen trunks of cottonwood trees
mark its once verdant course.

The remains of the Colony sawmill
rest hidden among the Joshuas near
the south-edge of the air-strip. The
colonists were permitted to cut two-
million feet of timber in the San
Gabriels. After eight miles of road
were laboriously extended from the
timbered slopes to the sawmill, logs
were dragged the distance by "Old
Jumbo," one of Llano's two huge
steam tractors.

Nearly three miles south of the air
strip, the road enters the distinct
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DESERT PIONEERS. The "Llano Viewbook" group portrait. Below: When cows occupied the Llano dairy barn

notch in Holcomb Ridge known as
Bob's Gap. Within this cut, tucked
against one of the steep limestone
walls, is the kiln which produced
lime used in the mortar of Llano's
cobbled ditches and foundations.

The road continues on into trough-
like Valyermo Valley paralleling the
foot of the mountains. This valley
owes its origin to the San Andreas
fault—and therein lies the disastrous
"unforseen" situation which Tony
had eluded to. I followed Bob's Gap
Road southward across the fertile
vale, then turned northeast onto
Valyermo Road which runs down the
narrow valley to re-enter Holcomb
Ridge through the pass sawed into
it by Big Rock Creek. Pausing to
contemplate the thin stream of water
threading its uncertain way along the
gravelly floor of the gap, the plight
of the cooperators became all too
evident.

In an attempt to insure the de-
pendability of that precious flow of
water, the socialists extended a tun-
nel beneath the stream bed. The col-
lected water discharged from its
mouth into the main canal and thus
found its way to the Colony. (The
dangerous old tunnel was recently
filled by C. V. Paul of Crystalaire,
present owner of this property.)
While the supply of water dwindled
considerably during the dry months,
the colonists saw no great cause for
alarm in this—all Western streams
dwindled in the summer. They plan-
ned to build a dam where the creek
issues from its gorge in the ridge.

But, the engineers had some bad
news. The slope was such that an
adequate reservoir would require a
dam of impossible height—and, even
more demoralizing, only a small por-
tion of the Big Rock Creek's total
flow ever reached the proposed dam- THE AUTHOR EXAMINES A ROCK-LINED DITCH
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LLANO (continued)

site, anyway. The colonists had made
a fatal miscalculation—they had based
their water flow estimates on runoff
measurements taken on the upstream
side of the San Andreas fault's pul-
verized and permeable gravels. Most

of the creek's flow is absorbed by this
great lateral fracture.

It soon became obvious to the
Llano colonists that a thousand
people could not continue to live off
this water-poor desert. Long hours
of cooperative labor produced very
little. For weeks, carrots were the

only vegetable seen at mealtimes. Up-
roarious days of high purpose were
gone, and the largest socialist gather-
ing in the United States became a
plodding crowd of disheartened and
bickering workers.

Kark Marx was no match for the
unwatered desert. The beginning of
the end for socialism's "living ex-
ample of successful economic coop-
eration" came one December day in
1917 when most of the wary and
debt-ridden cooperators departed for
the humid timbered country of wes-
tern Louisiana where Job Harriman
was preparing another cooperative
assault on nature.

The California property was not
abandoned. It was hoped that it
would support a smaller population
with profit. Left in charge of Llano
was Gentry P. McCorkle. By mid-
1918 this skeleton crew was economi-
cally ruined, it was claimed, through
McCorkle's mismanagement and his
shady dealings. The U. S. District
Court's decision in the involuntary
bankruptcy proceedings dealt the
final blow to Llano. / / /

LLANO CLUB. Part of the old
socialist colony's land is today
occupied by the Crystalaire
Country Club, where these two
photos were taken.
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SAND STORM
BY BETTY ISLER

Santa Ana, Calif.

The wind is a whirling dervish
Performing his frantic dance
In a wild and reckless fever
Across the spinning sands.
Horizons disappear behind
Churning clouds of dun,
Caught in the savage tempo now,
Earth and air are one.

OASIS
BY VIRGINIA ELLIS NEWMAN

Salt Lake City

Palm shaded sands,
A tiny stream, encouraged
By this canopy of green,
Cuts through the broken shale
A small ravine:
Sings briefly e'er its short-lived

course is run.

Drink sparingly
Let others thirst appease,
Who come upon this miracle
Of trees,
Before they face again
The desert sun.

SMOKE TREES

BY JEAN RASEY
Dana Point, Calif.

Once you have seen them you cannot
forget

Their gauzy capelets of grayish hue,
Delicate foliage that hangs

Softly against the sheen of far blue.

Your mind's eye sees them with
delight,

While soft winds offer their caress
And tiny whirlwinds dance below

Wheeling around in sand-powdered
dress.

Of desert trees, and shrub and bush,
There is an endless, golden store,

And yet the smoke trees come to
mind;

As indigo veils that we may explore.

FLOWERING OF THE PALOVERDE

BY MABEL-RUTH JACKSON
Tucson

Unnoticed, save for garb of constant green,
It stands until, like Danae of old,

Seduced by Zeus, its modest, verdant sheen
Is showered by April with a froth of gold.

The sun, exultant, lifts each yellow mite
With heart of amber into glowing grace;

The trees become another sun, alight,
To shine in glory for a little space.

Imprint its beauty on your memory's page,
This radiance that lasts for but a breath;

Yet know that loveliness can have no age—
It lives forever out of reach of death.

Fulfillment
BY S. OMAR BARKER

Las Vegas, New Mexico
I never knew what patience is

Until, in pity's pain,
I watched the thirsty desert

Waiting for the rain;

Nor had I ever understood
The certainty of hope

Until I saw rain's army
March down a desert slope,

And in a magic suddenness-
Brief hours of day and night—

I saw a million flowers dress
The desert with delight.

Photos: Encelia (above) and
Desert Primrose (below)
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Photos by George Olin: TOP: western whitewinged dove feeding on
saguaro nectar. CENTER: bees enjoy the

same meal. LOWER: long-nose bat feeding on flowers
of a century plant.

Photo by James Tallon: OPPOSITE PAGE:
The western slopes of the

Tucson mountains are
dominated by the saguaro,

which stands 15,000 to 20,000
in places.

From studies conducted by

s. E. MCGREGOR
U.S.D.A. Agricultural Research Service,
Entomology Research Division

GEORGE OLIN
National Park Service, formerly Naturalist
at Saguaro National Monument, presently
Naturalist at Mammoth Cave, Kentucky

STANLEY M. ALCORN
formerly with the U.S.D.A., Crops Re-
search Division, presently with the Univer-
sity of Arizona, College of Agriculture, De-
partment of Plant Pathology

we learn that the flowers of the saguaro
cactus are not self-fertile, and that natural
pollination can occur either at night or
during the day . . .

the Birds and
the Bees

!A . . . and the
Bats

STUDIES of the pollination re-
quirements of the saguaro were
first initiated in May, 1958, at

the Saguaro National Monument,
Tucson. There followed tests on the
relative effectiveness of various sa-
guaro pollen sources on flower set,
and the relative effectiveness of bats,
bees and birds as pollinators.

Using severed organpipe flowering
branches, it was determined that this
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Photos by George Olin: TOP: pollen-covered
head of a long-nose bat. LOWER:

cage used for cross-pollination studies
of the saguaro cactus.

cactus is also self-sterile and that it
too can be effectively pollinated by
bats and bees. This has led the trio
of scientists to wonder if other mem-
bers of the Cereus cacti group are not
also self-sterile.
Since the McGregor-Olin-Alcorn ex-

periments showed that a specific bat,
a specific bee, and a specific bird
could act as saguaro pollinators, it
can be presumed that similar flower-
visiting animals may also aid in pol-
lination. While the effectiveness of
honeybees as pollinators has been re-
peatedly established, the saguaro
studies were probably the first in
which the pollination capabilities of
birds and bats were determined under
controlled conditions. Thus, this was
also the first time the relative effect-
iveness of these animals as pollinators
was determined. (The fruit set re-
sults were: bees—52%; doves—45%;
bats—62%; hand cross - pollination—

71%-)
The researchers point out one other
fact uncovered by their work: "how
little is actually known about the
life histories of even our commonly
accepted plants!"
The saguaro tests were undertaken
as a portion of the larger problem:
"what are the factors affecting sa-
guaro repopulation." Within this
context, the three scientists feel that
pollination per se is probably not a
limiting factor in repopulation. Of
far greater significance is a bacterial
necrosis which in one stand of sa-
guaro alone destroyed nearly 30 per-
cent of the plants in a decade's time.

Ill



IN SPITE of its formidable
appearance and bad reputa-
tion, this spiderlike animal is

harmless to man. The two strong
vertically-placed jaws give the
impression that they might inflict
a severe wound, but they can do
no more than give a sharp pinch
when the insect is irritated—and
there is no proof of poison glands.

However, many people living
in desert regions consider them
very venomous. It is possible that
a large one might break human
skin at a tender place, and start
an infection, such as might result
from any wound.

The best name for these creat-
ures is Solpugids, but they are
frequently called Vinegarones, a
name that has been applied to
some whip-scorpions which also
are said to have the odor of vine-
gar.

At first glance Solpugids ap-
pear to have five pairs of legs, but
there are really four, as the first
tiuo leglike appendages are really
feelers or the pedipalp pair of the
head. The first real legs are very
slender and not used for walking,
but are held erect over the body
and act as feelers.

In proportion to the body, the
jaws at the front of the head are
enormous. Each is two-jointed
and in such a position that the
pincers open and shut from above
downwards. They work with a
sawing motion, as the prey is be-
ing held with the jaws of one
side. The other set of pincers may
be plunged deep into the body of
the insect or spider which is being
devoured.

There are two eyes near the
front of the head region and two
smaller ones, one on each side and
widely separated from the others.

t
The tips of the pedipalps have

special areas for the sense of taste
or smell, and the hairs on body,
legs and appendages serve tactile
functions. The most interesting
and unique sense organs are found
under the basal joints of the last

A
Desert

Monster,
the

Vinegarone
By WILLIAM A. HILTON

pair of legs—the racquet organs.
There are a number of these clear
oval bodies attached by short
stems to the bases of the legs.
When sectioned they were found
to have extensive nerve termina-
tions. It has been suggested these
may serve to give the animal some
indication of the nature of the
ground over which they are pass-
ing.

Solpugids are found in many
dry regions of the world. The
Arabs call them "wind scorpions,"
because they are very agile or be-
cause they may appear after a
wind storm. One observer com-
pares them with thistledown
driven before the wind—"Often
going at full speed in search of
food, they may stop abruptly and
begin to hunt about a small area,
irresistably calling to mind the
behavior of a dog checked in mid-
career by the scent of game."
(Pocock.,1898.)

Some Solpugids are good climb-
ers, and easily ascend small trees
and bushes in search of their prey.
They even go up straight walls
to catch flies, but instead of dart-
ing suddenly for them, th< v ap-
proach with great steals and
caution until very near, then they
make a lightning-quick dash. But
with beetles or other ground
forms they are more apt to dart
at them at once.

Most Solpugids are decidedly
nocturnal, spending the day hid-
den under stones or in holes in
the ground, and come forth only
at night to feed on insects, spiders
and even small lizards. They are
often attracted by a small shallow
dish of water left on the ground
all night during very dry periods.

It has been reported from some
places in California that they en-
ter hives and feed on honey bees,
but this is not a very great item
in bee economy because there are
never many Solpugids even where
most abundant. Although never
common, they are widespread in
Southern California, and the larg-
est ones are found in the desert
regions. / / /
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• How to Plica in Ad:
• Mail your copy and first-insertion remit-

tance to: Trading Post, Desert Magazine,
Palm Desert, Calif.

• Classified rates are 20c per word, $4
minimum per insertion.

• AUTO-TRUCK-CAMPER
JEEP OWNERS. Four Wheeler Magazine. Road

tests, V-8 conversions, back country trips,
technical articles. $4.50 year. Box 95D, Tar-
zana, California.

• BOOKS-MAGAZINES
READ THE Prospector's Guide. Tells how and

where to prospect for minerals, etc. Send
for application to United Prospectors, Auberry,
California.

BOOKS: "PANNING Gold for Beginners," 50c.
"Gold in Placer," $3. Frank J. Harnagy, Box
105, Prather, California

OUT-OF-print books at lowest prices! You name
it—we find it! Western Americana, desert and
Indian books a specialty. Send us your wants.
No obligation. International Bookfinders, Box
3003-D, Beverly Hills, California.

"GEMS & Minerals Magazine," largest rock hobby
monthly. Field trips, "how" articles, pictures,
ads. $3 year. Sample 25c. Box 687J, Mentone,
California.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Magazines, 1888-1961,
any issue, maps, bound volumes. Free litera-
ture, "Geographic Hobby," price lists, circulars
on books about collecting geographies. Peri-
odical Service, Box 465-DE, Wilmington, Del.

WESTERN GEM Hunters Atlas—all three of those
popular gem atlases combined in one big
book, 93 full page maps with rock hunting
areas spotted in color. Complete coverage of
11 western states, plus parts of Texas, South
Dakota and British Columbia. Type of material,
mileage and highways are shown. Price: $2.50
postpaid. Scenic Guides, Box 288, Susanville,
California.

"OVERLOOKED FORTUNES"—in the Rarer Min-
erals. Here are a few of the 300 or more
you may be overlooking while hunting, fish-
ing, mining, prospecting or rock hunting: Ur-
anium, Vanadium Columbium, Tanalum, Tung-
sten, Nickel, Cobalt, Titanium, Bismuth, Mo-
lybdenum, Selenium, Germanium, Mercury,
Chromium, Tin, Beryllium, Gold, Silver, Plati-
num, Iridium, etc. Some worth $1 to $3 a
pound, others $25 to $200 and ounce. Learn
how to find, identify and cash in on them.
New simple system. Send for free copy
"Overlooked Fortunes in Minerals," it may
lead to knowledge which may make you rich!
Duke's Research Laboratory, Box 666, Dept-B,
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico.

LEARN ABOUT gems from Handbook of Gems
and Gemology. Written especially for ama-
teur, cutter, collector. Tells how to identify
gems. $3 plus tax. Gemac Corporation, Box
808J, Mentone, California.

THINKING OF retiring? Read how one retired
couple found happiness in following the ad-
venture trail in a travel-trailer. "Retire to
Adventure" by Harrison M. Karr. Griffin Pub-
lications Co., Box 1551, Dept. H., Glendale,
Calif. $3.95 postpaid.

NEVADA TREASURE Hunters Ghost Town Guide.
Large folded map. 800 place name glossary.
Railroads, towns, camps, camel trail. $1.50.
Theron Fox, 1296-C Yosemite, San Jose 26,
California.

BURIED TREASURE & Lost Mines, by Frank L.
Fish, authority on buried treasure. This fas-
cinating hobby pays off! Book contains 68
pages of true treasure locations, 20 photos
and illustrations, and vital information to help
you search for hidden wealth. Book: $1.50
postpaid. Beautiful four-color 19x24" map,
showing book locations, suitable for framing
for den or study, $1.50 postpaid. Special
offer: book and map, $2.50 postpaid. Amador
Trading Post & Publishing Co., L. Schaefer,
14728 Peyton Drive, Chino, California.

"HOW TO" books, $2.50 each. List free. J. G.
Tyrell Co., 322 Grand Street, Danbury, Conn.

"BACKWOODS JOURNAL", Paradox 14, New
York. Unusual publication for Nature-minded
folks, $2 year. Sample 35c. Special inspira-
tional Nature Guidebook, $1.

SPECIAL—NINE issues Camping Illustrated Mag-
azine only $1.80. Subscribe now! Camping Il-
lustrated, Suite 810, 1122 Fourth Avenue, San
Diego 1, California.

LOST MINES, Buried Treasure, three hardcover,
new books, postpaid $10. California tax 40c.
Send money order. The Round-Up Book Co.,
1358 35th Ave., San Francisco 22, Calif.

THE COURAGE of Joshua, inspiring desert illus-
trations and poems, 33 pages artistic Cali-
fornia book-gift. Only $1 from the author.
Constance Walker, 2814 West Avenue 30,
Los Angeles 65, Calif.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHICS: 29 years starting
1928. Will sell 12 issues (year) for $3. Also,
marble slab 6'6"x3'x%" with table, $20. F.
M. Hobby, 1050 Elizabeth, Pasadena, Calif.

"THE BOTTLE Trail" Volumes I and II. Pioneer
bottle histories. Each: $1.65 postpaid. Mrs.
May Jones, P. O. Box 249, Bishop, California.

ATTENTION ALL tree lovers: "Trees in the Wind"
poetry anthology may be secured from Ada
Virginia Hull, 1016 North Orlando Avenue,
Hollywood 46, California. $2 covers cost of
book and mailing.

BOOKS ON Birds, Mammals, Natural History
subjects. New or out-of-print. Catalogs furn-
ished. Pierce Book Company, Winthrop, Iowa.

WESTERN ADVENTURE book-true story of Vir-
ginia teacher in remote canyon on Navajo
reservation, later at Fort Mojave Indian school.
Out-of-print, "Girl from Williamsburg," $5.
Ross, 2650 Lorain, San Marino, California.

TRUE WESTERN books: "William Clarke Quan-
triII," by Castel, 250 pages, $5. "The Dalton
Brothers," by an Eyewitness, 247 pages, $3.50.
"Villians and Vigilantes," by Coblentz, 253
pages, $3.50. Jamison Book Sales, 5626
Junius, Dallas 14, Texas.

"IT HAPPENED In Montana" a hard-back reprint
of three volumes of cartoons by artist-historian
Jim Masterson. $3.15 postpaid. Star Printing
Co., Miles City, Montana.

EARTH SCIENCE. Interesting articles on geology,
minerals, fossils, etc. Subscription $2.50.
Sample 35c. Box 1357-D, Chicago 90, Illinois.

DESERT MAGAZINES: Complete, perfect, in bind-
ers, November 1937 to November 1962 (1962
not in binders). Mage offer. Stevens, 1222
West 98th St., Los Angeles 44, Calif.

• DESERT S T A T I O N E R ^

• EQUIPMENT-SUPPLIES
TRAVELERS AND campers. 125 white disposable

toilet seat covers in a convenient carrying
pack for only $1.25 prepaid. E. R. Jacobsen,
10521 San Gabriel Ave., South Gate, Calif.

APACHE CAMPING Center: Canvas, repairs, re-
placements; 12 foot canopies, screening, cur-
tains. Single and double bunks. Complete
parts service. Free folder. Pete's Custom
Canvas, 530 East Eleventh Avenue, York, Pa.

QUALITY CAMPING and mountaineering equip-
ment. Down sleeping bags, lightweight tents,
boots. Free catalog. Highland Outfitters, P.O.
Box 121, Riverside, Calif.

LIGHTWEIGHT TENTS, packs, sleeping bags. We
manufacture the world's finest complete line
of camping and climbing equipment. Big new
catalog 10c. Gerry, Dept. 22, Box 910, Bould-
er, Colorado.

DESERT HIKING, lightweight camping and moun-
taineering equipment: An excellent selection
of quality equipment and food at reasonable
prices. Efficient, personalized service. Write
for free catalog. Sport Chalet, 951 Foothill
Blvd., P. O. Box 186, La Canada, Calif.

• GEMS, DEALERS
CHOICE MINERAL specimens, gems, cutting ma-

terial, machinery, lapidary and jeweler's sup-
plies, mountings, fluorescent lamps, books.
Sumner's, 21108 Devonshire, Chatsworth, Cal.

DESERT ROCKS, woods, jewelry. Residence re»r
of shop. Rockhounds welcome. Mile west on
U.S. 66. McShan's Gem Shop and Desert
Museum. P.O. Box 22, Needles, California.

OPAL CABOCHONS, Gemmy, 25c each; with
good fire 45c each. Ten minimum. Phil Ken-
dall, Apartado 80, San Miguel de Allende, Gto.
Mexico.

HENRY MOCKEL'S colorful desert and cactus
flower notecards. Dozen: $1.50, envelopes in-
cluded. Pioneer Art Gallery, Box 726, Twenty-
nine Palms, California.

RIVERSIDE CALIFORNIA. We have everything
for the rock hound, pebble pups, interesting
gifts for those who are not rock hounds.
Minerals, slabs, rough materials, lapidary sup-
plies, mountings, equipment, black lights. Why
not stop and browse? Shamrock Rock Shop,
593 West La Cadena Drive, Riverside, Calif.
OVerland 6-3956.

• GEMS, MINERALS-FOSSILS

FOUR NATURAL staurolites, cross on both sides,
for $1 postpaid. "Animals" assembled from
uncut quartz crystals — "Rockhound," $1.25
each. Five assorted animals, $5.50 postpaid.
Reasoner Rock Originals, Crown King Highway,
Bumble Bee, Arizona.

FOSSILS: OVER 2000 species! New, 60 page,
1963 catalog, 50c (stamps OK). Sets: phyla,
time periods, preservation types, etc., $3 to
$10. Wholesale, retail. Buying, exchanging
fossils, too. Malick's Fossils, 5514 Plymouth
Road, Baltimore 14, Maryland.

POCKET GOLD, rare, crystalized, $2. Placer gold
$2. Gold dust $1. Goldbearing black sand $1.
Attractively displayed. Postpaid, guaranteed.
Lester Lea, Box 1125-D, Mount Shasta, Calif.

HUNT PENNSYLVANIAN and premian-age fossils
while enjoying exciting San Juan River boat
trips. Write: Wild Rivers Expeditions, Bluff,
Utah.
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GOLD STUDDED quartz souvenirs. Beautiful Mu-
seum class, exact replicas. A must for collect-
ors. Guaranteed to pass the acid test. Two-
inches by two-inches: $2. Martin Jewelers,
680 South Alvarado, Los Angeles 57, Calif.

EMERALD, RUBY, Aquamarine, Topaz, specimens,
plus hundreds more, and the finest rough
gemstones, reasonably priced and guaranteed.
Free lists. The Vellor Co., P. O. Box 2344 (D),
St. Louis 14, Missouri.

TEN FOSSILS $1. Fossil fish $2. Trilobite $1.
Five sharks teeth $1. Five dinosaur gizzard
stones $1. Catalog 30c. Geological Enter-
prises, Box 926, Ardmore, Okla.

NATURAL PLACER gold, fine, medium, coarse,
your choice, $45 troy ounce. Certified check,
money order. Snowshoe Trout Ranch, Avon,
Montana.

• GEMS, ROUGH MATERIAL

BEAUTIFUL CUT or rough Australian fire opals
sent on approval. See before you buy, from
one of America's largest opal importers. Free
list. Walker, 20345 Stanton Ave., Castro Val-
ley, California.

SLABS MEXICAN agate on approval. Send $1
(credited to purchase) for priced slab selection.
Return unwanted with remittance. Also have
tumbling material—price list on request. E
& E Gemcraft, 8411 Mt. Baldy, El Paso 4,
Texas. Formerly Davis Lapidary.

SLABS: MEXICAN and American agates. These
are all choice materials and the most beautiful
available. $1 per slab, postage paid. Mini-
mum order, three slabs. Barry Lapidary Sup-
ply, Hardin, Illinois.

COLLECT FINE agates, jaspers, and other gem
stones while enjoying San Juan River boat
trips. Write: Kenny Ross, Bluff, Utah.

THIRTY MINERAL and crystal specimens, individ-
ually wrapped and identified, $5. Fifty, $10.
Satisfaction guaranteed. Green's, 6552 Vrain,
Arvada 3, Colorado.

JADE FROM Covelo Jade Mines, $2 pound, in
five pound lots plus postage. Slabs, 50c square
inch. Will consider sale or lease of mine.
Route 1, Box 136, Covelo, California.

CHOICE GEMS for sale: opals, agates, quartz,
citrine, topaz, etc. Write for free price list.
Samuel Zocco, P. O. Box 31, Lawrence, Mass.

HUMBOLDT ROCK Shop, 12 Main Street, Fortuna,
California. Lapidary equipment, tons rough
gem material, jewelry, custom sawing. Closed
Saturday.

• FOR WOMEN
LADY GODIVA "The World's Finest Beautifier."

Your whole beauty treatment in one jar.
Write: Lola Barnes, 963 North Oakland, Pasa-
dena 6, California.

• INDIAN GOODS
INDIAN PHONOGRAPH records, authentic songs

and dances, all speeds. Write for latest list:
Canyon Records, Dept. D, 834 No. 7th Avenue,
Phoenix, Arizona.

SELLING 20,000 Indian relics. 100 nice ancient
arrowheads $25. Indian skull $25. List free.
Lear's, Glenwood, Arkansas.

100 MIXED arrowheads, birdpoints, warpoints,
scrapers, $13.50. State wants—Indian relics,
pottery, masks, fetishes. Also oriental carv-
ings. Paul Summers, Canyon, Texas.

FINE RESERVATION-MADE Navajo, Zuni, Hopi
jewelry. Old pawn. Many fine old baskets,
moderately priced, in excellent condition
Navajo rugs, Yei blankets, Chimayo homespuns,
pottery. A collector's paradise! Open daily
10 to 5:30, closed Mondays. Buffalo Trading
Post, Highway 18, Apple Valley, California.

THREE FINE prehistoric Indian war arrowheads
$1. Flint scalping knife $1. Rare flint thunder-
bird $3. All $4. Catalog free. Arrowhead,
Glenwood, Arkansas.

AUTHENTIC INDIAN jewelry, Navajo rugs, Chi-
mayo blankets, squaw boots. Collector's items.
Closed Tuesdays. Pow-Wow Indian Trading
Post, 19967 Ventura Blvd., East Woodland
Hills, Calif. Open Sundays.

• JEWELRY

GENUINE TURQUOISE bolo ties $1.50, 11 stone
turquoise bracelet $2. Gem quality golden
tiger-eye $1.75 pound, beautiful mixed agate
baroques $3 pound. Postage and tax extra.
Tubby's Rock Shop, 2420V2 Honolulu Ave.,
Montrose, California.

• HOME STUDY
SPEAK REAL Spanish fast. New grammarless,

streamlined method for easy home study. Free
sample lesson. Trader, Box 3488-S, Ridgecrest
Calif.

• LODGES, MOTELS
FOR RENT: Modern cottages, insulated, complete-

ly furnished; secluded in superb scenery of
Chiricahua Mountains near Douglas, Arizona.
Ideal for artists, birders, rockhounds, nature-
lovers. Open all year. Write: Cave Creek
Ranch, Portal, Arizona.

• MAPS
SECTIONIZED COUNTY maps - San Bernardino

$3; Riverside $1; Imperial, small $1, large $2;
San Diego $1.25; Inyo $2.50; Kern $1.25;
other California counties $1.25 each. Nevada
counties $1 each. Include 4 percent sales tax.
Topographic maps of all mapped western
areas. Westwide Maps Co., 114 West Third
Street, Los Angeles 13, California.

MONUMENT VALLEY mapped, thorough, accu-
rate, interesting. Publication number 10: 50c
each from the publisher, Robert M. Woolsey,
RFD 2, Box 92, Reeds Ferry, New Hampshire.

GHOST TOWNS of Arizona, Nevada and Cali-
fornia. Over 380 ghost town locations and
100 additional mining camps near ghost status.
All shown on a beautifully printed three-color
map on fine paper, 20x26". Excellent for his-
torical reference or as a decorative map for
framing. $1.75 — Tombstone 1882, "the town
too tough to die" as it was in 1882. An
authentic map representation of the principal
buildings and locations of famous gunfights,
14x20" in two colors, $1. Don Bufkin, 902 S.
Eli Drive, Tucson, Arizona.

• MANUSCRIPTS WANTED

WRITERS: BOOK manuscripts wanted, all sub-
jects, fiction, nonfiction. Free brochures give
writing, publishing tips. Write: Department
177-E, Exposition, 386 Park Avenue South,
New York 16, N. Y.

• MINING
$1 FOR gold areas, 25 California counties.

Geology, elevations. Pans $3, $2.50. Poke $1.
Fred Mark, Box 801, Ojai, California.

ASSAYS. COMPLETE, accurate, guaranteed. High-
est quality spectrographic. Only $8 per sam-
ple. Reed Engineering, 620-R So. Inglewood
Ave., Inglewood, California.

QUICKSILVER, PLATINUM, silver, gold. Ores ana-
lized. Prompt, confidential, accurate returns
guaranteed, Clients everywhere. Free metal
appraisal. Mercury Company, Norwood, Mass.

• OLD COINS, STAMPS

SILVER DOLLARS special. All uncirculated.
1878cc $5., 1880-81-85-1892cc $20 each. 1898-
1904 0 mint $5 each. 1899-1900-01-02 0 mint
$3 each. Coin catalog 50c. Shultz, Salt Lake
City, 10, Utah.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS

SUBSCRIBE TO £ / £

(or Kenew your subscription)

and save on this special 40-month rate!

Send to_

Street.

_ • 40 months $11
(Regular price of a
3-year subscription)

__ • 1 year $4.50
(12 issues)

City_ _State_

This subscription • is New • Renewal • Gift • '

(Sign gift card: )

• Remittance Enclosed • Please Bill Me
Mail to DESERT MAGAZINE, Palm Desert, California
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TRADING- POST
C L A S S I F I E D S

Continued from preceding page

• PHOTO SUPPLIES

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN—Send 5c stamp for slide
programs (with scripts). Never a dull program.
Made for rockhounds, schools, colleges, scouts
and churches. Gene Schenet, 8441 Bolsa Ave.,
Dept. 5, Midway City, California.

RAPID, CONVENIENT mail service for quality
black-white or color film finishing. Write for
our free bargain brochure. The complete pho-
tographic store since 1932: Morgan Camera
Shop, 6262 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 28, Calif.

COLOR SLIDES. Large selection of wildflowers
and desert bloom pictures. Title slides and
Western scenics. Free catalog. Title-Color,
DS-5, 3618 Marsh Lane Place, Dallas 20, Texas.

35 mm. COLOR slides of Western artist Clyde
Forsythe's great "Gold Strike" paintings. Four
exciting slides: "Gold Rush," "Mining Camp,"
"Mining Town," "Ghost Town." Rise and fall
of a typical boom town. Set of four slides
mailed to you for $1. Order from Desert
Magazine Book Store, Palm Desert, Calif.

• PLANTS, SEEDS

1962-63 WILDFLOWER and Wild Tree Seed Cata-
log, lists over 700 of the best varieties, 50c.
Scientific name, common name, informative,
artistic. Clyde Robin, P. O. Box 2091, Castro
Valley, California.

OLD FASHIONED large gourd seeds, mixed
types, certified, 50c. Ornamental, useful for
birdhouses, utensils, Christmas decorations,
conversation pieces, etc. Certi-Seeds, 5915
Shoshone Avenue, Encino, California.

FIVE BEAUTIFUL Mexican cactus including the
Silver Haired Old Man and the Golden Barrel:
$1.50. Also the Mexican Old Lady and beauti-
ful Easter lily cactus plus three other hand-
some Mexican and South American cacti:
$1.25. Meyers, Box 307, Homeland, California.

CARNIVOROUS VENUS Fly-Traps, rare, breath-
taking, devour small frogs and insects, 5- 10
trap plants, thrive in windows. $1.50 kit in-
cludes 2 plants with instructions; $2 for 3
plants. Venus Fly-Traps, 1910 Perry Avenue,
Wilmington, North Carolina.

BACK ISSUE BARGAIN

COMPLETE

1959
VOLUME

only $1.25 postpaid
send personal check,

postal order to:
Back Issue Dept.
Desert Magazine

Palm Desert, Calif.
Please specify: "1959 volume"

CHIA AS featured in "Hot Cakes and Chia" (April
'58 Desert) for sale, $5.50 pound. Wonderful
health food. Gregory, Box 147, French Camp,
California.

ONLY A limited number of desert Bird of Para-
dise seeds this year. Plant now. $1 postpaid.
Box 585, Las Vegas, Nevada.

• REAL ESTATE

ROGUE RIVER Valley, Oregon ranches near
Medford and Grants Pass. $1995 to $9995.
Free Catalog. Write: Cal-Ore Ranches, 843-DX
East Main, Medford, Oregon.

11,083.4 DEEDED acres, nine miles east of Win-
nemucca, Nevada, extending along Highway
40 from Button's Point to Golconda. $25 per
acre. Principals only. J. A. Milem, 3300 Polk
Street, Arlington, California.

NEW HOME in the beautiful pinyon pine and
juniper country overlooking Coachella Valley;
2 bedroom, 2 bath, 2V2 acres. Write: Great-
rake, P. O. Box 642, Palm Desert, California.

CORNVILLE, ARIZONA. Acreage and homesites,
some fronting on Oak Creek. Now in pasture
irrigated since 1896 by water from Lower Oak
Creek Ditch Company. R. M. Lockhart, Owner,
Box 93, Cornville, Arizona.

BARSTOW: 21/2 acres, cabin, water, electricity at
street. Sell for small down, trade. John B.
Crosby, 6470 El Jardin, Long Beach 15, Calif.
GE 16693.

SALTON SEA: well furnished triplex apartments.
$25,000. $5500 will handle. Choice lots near
golf course or beach area. Iris O. Smith,
Realtor, Room 1, Arcade Bldg., (next to store
and post office) Salton City, Calif.

HALF MINERAL right, in and under 60,000 square
feet near Madera, California. Great possibili-
ties. Quitclaim deed only $125. Write: Owner,
P. O. Box 465, San Francisco 1, Calif.

FLORIDA TRAILER park specialties. Deal with ex-
perienced owners. You name the price—we
have the park. West Coast and Inland. $20,000
to $900,000. National Realty, 4075 16th Street,
North, St. Petersburg, Florida.

FOR INFORMATION on desert acreage and par-
cels for sale in or near Twentynine Palms,
please write to or visit: Silas S. Stanley, Realtor,
73644 Twentynine Palms Highway, Twenty-
nine Palms, California.

WAGON WHEEL Rock Shop, bargain, shop size
24x34', large stock, good quality. Two-bed-
room house above shop, two rentals, small
rear storage building, lot 137x300' on High-
way 80. Smog free, best respiratory climate
in U.S. Details on request. P. O. Box 422,
Alpine, Calif.

FOR SALE: Modern three bedroom house and
four lots, near Red Mountain, California. For
information, write or phone: Ward McEntyre,
8382 Lambert, Huntington Beach, Calif.

• ROCK COLLECTION

BISBEE MINERAL, crystal collections: $75, $50,
$25, and $10. See these at 609 Campbell,
Warren, Arizona. Write for details: Box 277,
Warren, Arizona.

• TREASURE FINDERS

FINEST TRANSISTOR metal locators, $34.95 to
$275. Find coins, souvenirs, treasure. Informa-
tive folder, "Metal Locating Kinks," 25c.
IGWTD, Williamsburg, New Mexico.

NEW-FLUORESCENT mineral detector that de-
tects boron, fluorine, lithium, molybdenum,
strontium, tungsten, uranium, zinc, zirconium
and other minerals. Cigarette pack size, day-
light operation, requires no batteries. Price
$12.50. Free brochure. Essington Products &
Engineering, Box 4174, Coronado Station, Santa
Fe, New Mexico.

FIND LOST or hidden treasures with new tran-
sistor metal detector, underwater metal de-
tectors, scintillation counters, etc. Free litera-
ture. Gardiner Electronics, Dept. 51, 2545 E.
Indian School Road, Phoenix, Arizona.

SENSITIVE TRANSISTOR metal locators. Find
gold, silver, buried treasures. $19.95 up. Free
catalog. Relco, Dept. D, Box 10563, Houston
18, Texas.

• WESTERN MERCHANDISE

GHOST TOWN items: Sun-colored glass, amethyst
to royal purple; ghost railroads materials,
tickets; limited odd items from camps of the
'60s. Write your interest—Box 64-D, Smith,
Nevada.

GENUINE DEERSKIN billfolds, very serviceable.
$5.50 postpaid. F.E.T. included. J. G. Tyrell
Co., 322 Grand St., Danbury, Conn.

GHOST TOWN treasures. Old mining, ranching,
railroad, auto items, desert purple glass, old
bottles, books. Send 25c for descriptive folder,
history, and over 1000 items for sale. Rober-
ta's in Garlock ghost town, Box C, Randsburg,
California.

SADDLES—WESTERN, English, plus all types of
riding equipment. Send for free catalog. Deal-
ers wanted. H. R. Miller Saddle Co., 5904S
Prospect, Kansas City, Missouri.

MILLER & THOMPSON Antiques. Sun colored
glass, pattern glass, ghost town bottles, rare
junk, reasonably priced. 27095 Highway 466,
Boron, California.

• MISCELLANEOUS

1000 NAME and address labels, $1 postpaid.
J. G. Tyrell Co., 322 Grand St., Danbury, Conn.

TWO "WILL" forms and instruction booklet by
lawyer, only $1 complete. National Forms,
Box 48313DS, Los Angeles 48, California.

SOUR DOUGH biscuit recipe and full directions
$1. Dutchoven or modern baking. Revive the
lost art. Franks Murdock, Dalhart, Texas.

FREE WHOLESALE literature from manufacturer
on wren houses, bluebird boxes and wild
bird feeders. Greenfield Wood Products,
Youngs Creek, Indiana.

"HOW TO start a Small Gift Shop" Profitable,
exciting. Step-by-step instructions, $2 prepaid.
Trader, Box B-3488, Ridgecrest, Calif.

BEAUTIFUL PICTURES in wood veneer, custom
oil painting. Send stamped envelope for fold-
er. Dean's Art Creations, 6711 Benton, Lincoln
7, Nebraska.

MEN. BLADDER weak, inconstant? Doctors, hos-
pitals recommend Nu-Aids for instant, dry
comfortable relief. $1 postpaid. Nu-Aids, 1753
S.E. 130th, Portland 33, Oregon.
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J. Frank Wright
Invites You To Explore

Lake Powell
with him in 1963

Featuring deluxe exploration
trips . . . five days . . . $126 . . .
starting from Hite each Tuesday
morning . . .

CHARTER TRIPS TO any
spot in GLEN CANYON . . .
$35 per person per day for one-
and two-day trips . . . $30 per
person per day for trips of four
or more days . . .

Trip prices include food, bed-
roll, guide service . . . every-
thing necessary for an enjoy-
able trip . . .

Explore the changing, beauti-
ful canyon being invaded by
rising waters of Lake Powell
. . . 17-foot conventional hull
boats powered by twin out-
boards . . . comfortable, safe
. . . personalized service . . .

For further information, write:

LAKE POWELL
FERRY SERVICE

Box 665
Blanding, Utah

The Hard, Good Life
at Robbers Roost

Uy Pearl Maker

• • •

CONTRARY TO popular belief,
cowpunching is hard work.

Riding a horse all day in rou-
tine range work takes all the privilege
out of the sport; a scrawny old cow-
poke's legs don't get bowed that way
overnight.

The life does have its rewards,
however. After the hot dusty activity
of the day, the cool evenings around
the campfire resting and renewing
touch with humanity, give a cowboy
more pleasure than far more exciting
recreation provides people who have
better social advantages. These camp-
fire sessions have true meaning and
lasting values to him, and he adds
his part in stories "weak in moral,
rank in wit" to the colorful fabric of
range lore.

The hard part was brought to my
attention at a very early age, but as
the years went by the other side of
the coin more than made up for it.
I made my first trip into the Roost
at age 1 year on a pillow stuffed
into the saddle in front of Mama.
She was supposed to bring up the
drag, following along behind the
cattle and prodding the laggards and
tired calves along. Papa rode point
and kept the cattle turned in at the
sides, riding back and forth through
the leaders, doing two men's work.

Mama could set me off on a sand-
bump and dismount, but in getting
back on, she had to re-mouni, settle
the pillow and reach for me. She
couldn't lean over far enough to
pick me up unless I held up my arms
to her. When Papa came back one
time and found her encouraging my
cooperation with the snapping ends
of the bridle reins, he tried to stay
closer and help her more.

Robbers Roost, the entire eastern
end of Wayne County in Utah, was,
that year of 1909, the wildest place
left in the West. Not 10 years before,
Butch Cassidy's Wild Bunch had
found sanctuary there between dar-
ing holdups, and it was no cinch that
these boys were really gone. This

)

1 *

H

THE AUTHOR IN 1932, WHEN SHE WAS OWNER-
OPERATOR OF THE RANCH IN THE ROOST

didn't bother Joe Biddlecome; he was
a cowhand of such competence that
he had been invited to leave western
Colorado, where his cows always had
two calves and sometimes his bulls
showed up with calves following.

My father didn't have any sons,
but he didn't miss them—my sister
(born the year after we moved our

cattle to the Roost) and I were ex-
pected to take our places in the crew
wherever needed—from shoveling out
a waterhole to branding a bull. We
were known far and wide as good
hands, which we were. We roped,
rastled calves, took our turns at
branding, wrangled the horses and
neither asked for nor were given the
short circle on roundup.

The high point of the year for us
was the week - long cattle drive to
market at the railroad at Greenriver.
For this we "topped our string," rid-
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NOW! YOU CAN OWN VALUABLE LAND
Just $10 down and $10 per month for choice

property only 5 minutes drive from down-town

LAS VEGAS
VEGAS VIEW - The real estate with skyrocketing value

$10. DOWN

$10.00 per Month

$795 FULL PRICE

You can now take advantage of the fabulous business boom in the Las Vegas area. Here gains in real
estate activity outstripped all other parts of the nation during 1959 with a spectacular jump of nearly
100 per cent in sales volume—this trend and the trend in retail sales and other business activity has
continued to soar upward during 1960 and 1961.

Both fun and profit can be yours...Bask in the desert sun...Ski at 11,910 foot Mt. Charleston...
Boat, swim and fish at giant Lake Mead. These water and snow-fun areas are within a 30-minute drive
of VEGAS VIEW.

Vegas View sites are free of city taxes but adjacent to the present Las Vegas city limits—totally
unlike much of the barren land being sold today in remote desert and swamp areas of doubtful future.
The lots now have graded streets and electricity on the East and West boundaries of the subdivision.
Never again will sites with such a potential increase in value be offered at these low, low prices. Com-
parable lots in Las Vegas are now selling for many hundreds of dollars more. In VEGAS VIEW just $10
will start you on your way to early future profits! Total cost of these 50' x 100' sites is only $795 plus
the low interest included in monthly payments. You must act NOW to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity of a lifetime. Remember—only a very limited number of these choice sites are available.

LAND, INC 130 LAS VEGAS BLVD. SOUTH, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

JUST

2'/2
MILES FROM

DOWNTOWN
LAS VEGAS

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY!
LAND, INC., 130 LAS VECAS BOULEVARD SOUTH

Dept. DM-1 LAS VECAS, NEVADA

I wish to purchase site (s) in VECAS VIEW and
have enclosed $10.00 as a deposit on each site. If for any
reason I am not satisfied, I understand that my deposit wil l
be returned to me immediately if I notify you within 30
days. Please RUSH brochure and sales contract to me today.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE
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CROSS
TOURS

OFFERS 3 PLANS

for those who want to explore

GLEN CANYON
LAKE POWELL

• I Deluxe—$25 per day • II Share-the-Work
—$13 per day • III Explorer—$9 per day •

Regular schedule leaves every Monday
morning and returns Saturday evening . . .
from April thru August.

For 16 years we have boated Utah's rivers with-
out accident. We look forward to sharing with
you the exploration of the expanding shoreline
behind Glen Canyon Dam.

TOURS ALSO AVAILABLE:
YAMPA-GREEN RIVER
May 27 thru June 28—weekly schedule

DESOLATION CANYON, GREEN RIVER
June 17-21

CATARACT CANYON, COLORADO RIVER
May 4-10, July 1-8

SALMON RIVER, IDAHO
Aug. 26 — Sept. 21

GRIJALVA RIVER, MEXICO
Dec. 2-12

OTHER RIVERS BY CONTRACT
Mexico - Alaska - Canada

For Full Details, Write:

Cross Tours & Explorations, Inc.
860 South 1000 East Orem, Utah

WANTED
ROY SHEHORN'S

HAND-CARVED
DESERT BIRDS

SEND FULL DETAILS (condition,
variety, price information) to:

EARL NEEL
3255 E. Palm Canyon Drive

Palm Springs Calif.

ing the best horses in the country.
We rode magnificently around the
streets or stepped down the sidewalks
elegantly in our tight levis and hand-
made boots. We were a generation
ahead with levis, and the pride with
which we wore these well-earned
badges of proficiency made us the
envy of the town kids. We had it
made and we knew it.

During our early days at the Roost,
all the cowboys who worked for us or
rode in to visit had known the Wild
Bunch well. Bill Tomlinson had
lived at the Roost; the Gillies boys
were cousins to Butch Cassidy; Neil
and Carl Hanks had ridden the range,
stirrup to stirrup, with the outlaws,
and Charles Gibbons had served
them often at his store and hotel
in Hanksville. When the owl-hoot-
ers were in Hanksville, they wouldn't
sleep in the hotel, but bedded down
in the nearby cottonwood grove lest
someone be too tempted by the gen-
erous rewards always posted for
them.

We heard stories about these
knights of the dim trails—stories not
of their outlawry as such, but of their
competence, their self-reliance, their
resourcefulness, and their Robin
Hood kindness to the ranchers poor
in money and starved for companion-
ship.

Out on the range, good camping
spots are always limited by water and
horse feed; thus we heard these
stories around campfires built, in
most cases, on the very ashes of the
cookfires of those romantic riders-
Butch Cassidy, Elzy Lay, Jack Moore,
Flatnose George and the Curry Boys,
Blue John, Indian Ed, Silver Tip, Joe
Walker, Tom Dilley, Grimes and

TRADITION SAYS THIS CABIN NEAR CIRCLEVILLE
WAS OUTLAW CASSIDY'S BOYHOOD HOME

;

LAND

YACHTING

. . . the fun way

to travel

Want to head for the land of crystal lakes
and cool mountain ranges? Or maybe
you'd prefer the fun of touring exciting
foreign towns and villages? Perhaps you
know a road somewhere you'd like to
follow to the end. It's all the same with
an Airstream Land Yacht — a personal
highway cruiser outfitted down to the
smallest luxurious detail for limitless road
voyaging...good beds, bathroom, hot and
cold water, refrigeration, heat and light
independent of outside sources wherever
you go — for a night, a week, or a month.
Airstream Land Yachting means real travel
independence — no time-tables, tickets,
packing. You just tow your Airstream
lightly behind your car and follow your
travel whims wherever they urge you to
go. Yes, it's the exciting, better way to
travel here or anywhere in the world.

write for interesting free booklet
"World At Your Doorstep"

AIRSTREAM INC.
12804 E. FIRESTONE, SANTA FE SPRINGS 58, CALIF.
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IT'S UNIQUE
Shave close, c l e a n ,
fast . . .without irri-
tation. Shave ANY
PLACE — auto, trail-
er, camping, home or
office. Standard flash-
light battery operates
this Swiss precision
shaver with double
action rotary head
of finest q u a l i t y
steel. Keep one in car
or trailer. Year guar-
antee. Sent by air-
mail from E u r o p e
(allow 2 weeks) . . .
pay postman f e w
cents duty (can't be
prepaid). O R D E R
NOW . . . send just
$9.50 to

A. SNOWDEX
P, O. Box 20S

Woodland Hills, Calif.
(Calif, add 3Sc tax)

San Juan
TRADING POST
. . . your headquarters for a
Southern Utah vacation

20 Modern Motel Units . . . Guided Scenic
Tour to Monument Valley and Fabulous San
Juan County . . . Curio Shop, Navajo Rugs,
Indian Jewelry . . . Cafe . . . Film, Camping
Supplies . . . Service Station.

SAN JUAN TRADING POST
Mexican Hat, Utah

REMEMBER BIRTHDAYS with
a DESERT subscription . . .$4.50

FREE!
Helpful brochure

for rock hobbyists!

This new brochure,
fresh off the presses, is
available without
charge to rock hobby-
ists and readers of
Desert Magazine. Spe-
cial sections on sharp-
ening, reversing and
installation of diamond
blades for better lapi-
dary cu t t ing . . . also
includes useful tips on
coolants, lubricants,
speeds and feeds, and
other suggestions on

how to get longer and better wear from
your cutting equipment. Compact and
easy-reading, well-illustrated. Write
today for your copy.

Please mail me your free brochure, "Do's
& Don'ts for Lapidary Cutting."

Name-

Address

City, State

Dept. D-5

Diamond Products
12600 Chadron,
Hawthorne, Calif.

M K DIAMOND • SINCE IS66

LAND of the
STANDING ROCKS

Ricker and dozens of others whose
real names no one knew.

During the day's work, we rode
across the same Roost Flats they had
crossed, followed the trails they had
probably laid out in the cedars, dod-
ging the same limbs they had leaned
to miss. The cedars, sage, sand-puffs
and pennyroyal probably smelled
about the same spicy way to those
first riders as they did to us. We drank
from the same hidden springs they
had found only a few short years
before, as we worked our way over
the rugged trails, the Angel Trail,
North and Middle Trails and the
Rock Slide into Millard Canyon-
ways they had picked out in this
jumble of cedar ridges, rolling grassy
flats, canyon mazes and upthrust
rock buttes.

iru

These outlaws were very real to
us. We enjoyed the stories of the
exciting bank robberies and payroll
holdups, but we came also to know
the men, their little human pecul-
iarities, and even their horses' names.
We learned that Jack Moore was a
famous wit who was fond of saying:
"They sure liked me in Texas. In
fact a bunch of them followed me
clear across the state to get me to
go back and if Minnie hadn't been
faster than any horse they had, they'd
have caught me, too." We would
have recognized Jack Moore because
he always rode with his hat pulled
low, his head down looking for
tracks; and he was better than an
Indian at unraveling a cold trail.

We learned that Butch Cassidy was
friendly and good natured, and a
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THE OLD STOPPING PLACE AT HANKSVILLE ON THE EDGE OF THE ROBBERS ROOST COUNTRY

fine horseman; that Blue John had
one brown and one blue eye; that
Indian Ed Newcomb was educated,
wrote a fine hand and was an artist.
While talking to a man he would
sometimes pick up a twig, smooth
off a place in the sand and draw the
man's likeness. This won many a
man's friendship that he wouldn't
have had otherwise because he was
taciturn and reserved.

Elzy Lay, we were told, was capable
and smart, the brains of the Bunch;
and we often visited the camp he had
set up in The Pastures in Horseshoe
Canyon where he brought his wife
to spend the winter.

We learned how much these men
liked and depended on their horses,
and we sometimes called our horses
the same names they had used—Kid,
Bay Pete, Gray Eagle, Babe, Minnie,
Spotlight, Bedwagon, Major and
Turk.

The name "Robbers Roost" pre-
dates the Wild Bunch. One Cap
Brown used to bring in horses stolen
in western Utah, rest them for sev-
eral months, then take them on into
Colorado where there was a ready
market at the mines. Dead Man's Hill
was where one of his crew had been
shot by a following posse.

And Cap Brown probably built
the Twin Corrals on the long grassy
flats over the ridge from the Roost.

We used these names, misunder-
standing them now and then. We
learned many years later that what
we called the "Gordons" were ori-
ginally the "French Gardens" because
of their lush grass and beautiful
flowers. We still wonder about Gy-
bex Point.

Crow Seep, the ranch headquar-
ters, was named for a little black
mustang that was pawing a hole in
the wet sand of a wash to get himself
a drink. Remembering that Mama
had said she wouldn't live down in
one of the canyons where the water
was usually located, Papa looked at
the sheltering ridge to the north and

east, then down across the long, level
flat to the west, across the breaks to
the Dirty Devil River and up the
long slope of the Burr Flats to the
flowing panorama of the Henry
Mountains flung along the entire
western horizon, and while he built
a loop to catch the thirsty horse, de-
cided this place would satisfy his
helpmate. It did, and became a well-
loved home to us all.

The Roost is almost as isolated to-
day at it was when my family moved
there. After my father died, I bought
out my sister and my mother's in-
terests and ran the Roost for several
years, then sold it to my sister and
her husband, a grandson of Charles
Gibbons, and they, Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Ekker, own it today. It is
still a valuable cattle ranch, but the
richest part of the heritage lies in
stories we tell our children of when,
at their ages, we listened to the won-
derful tales of the Wild Bunch around
a campfire burning "right where this
one is tonight." / / /

QUICKEST WAY TO
OUTDOOR COMFORT

From the lop of your car

To A Spacious Room 7'/2' by 11

CHECK THESE FINE FEATURES:

1. Sets up quickly and easily in
a few minutes.

2. DETACHES from car in seconds.
3. Besides holding the Kar Kamp

the carrier provides ample
space for camping gear for a
family of four. The station wag-
on carrier will hold enough
gear for a family of six to
eight.

4. Fine quality materials through-
out.

5. Can be carried on any hard-
top car.

Prices $99.95 to 339.95
Write for booklet to

KAR KAMP MFG.
8925 E. GARVEY AVE. - DEPT. L

S. SAN GABRIEL, CALIF.

Summer in the MOUNTAINS, June 29 — August 24 — Learn through Play and Study

• Art of Companionship • Joy of Responsibility • Privilege of a Job Well Done
• Heritage of Christian Principles

DESERT SUN offers special Summer Math Institute for capable High School Juniors and Seniors.
(Scholarship opportunities.) Excellent Music Program. High School English, Language, Mathe-
matics. Lower School reading, writing, and arithmetic.
DESERT SUN'S recreation includes Swimming, Tennis, Riding, Hiking, Art, Crafts, Campfires,
Sleeping among the pines, and High Country treks.
*Note: Founded in 1930 near the west end of the Salton Sea. Desert Sun School with its
summer session is well known to the Coachella and Imperial Valleys.

Write: DESERT SUN SCHOOL, Office of Admissions, Box 338D, Idyllwild, Calif., Ph.714-659-2191
Accredited Summer and Winter Sessions
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New Improved
METAL

DETECTOR
Finger tip nob con-
trol . . . low cost op-

V*\ eration . . . greater
sensitivity . . . bat-

^ _ ^ t _ ^ tery checker. . easy
' to operate .. depth:

» ~ " 6 ft
Model 27 (DeLuxe) photo above $119.95
MODEL 711 $149.00

NEW NEW NEW
RAYTRON'S MODEL 990 $165.00

NEW SUPER SCOPE
Completely transistorized, with long
durable life . . easy to operate . . maxi-
mum sensitivity and performance up
to 28 ft. depth.

• • • *
LAKEWOOD CHEMICAL KIT .... $36.00

Shipped express only
MINERALIGHTS: complete line from

$12.75 to $109.50.
•k Lapidary Equipment - Supplies *

Gems-Minerals
Books -k Jewelry

•k Tools

• • •
Triple Beam

Balance
by Ahaus
Complete with
specific gravity

attachment, and
cover $41.25

omhion
1405 S. Long Beach Blvd., Compton, Calif.

Telephone: 632-9096

WHEN YOU WRITE
. . . or phone in response to an ad in
DESERT, it only takes a moment to men-
tion where you saw it. The firm you are
doing business with will appreciate know-
ing how you learned of them, and
DESERT will be grateful for your support
and friendship thus expressed.

Custom Made Auto Sun Shades
"Take the sizzle out of the Sun." Your car or
wagon up to 15° cooler. Blocks the sun's rays
and public's gaze yet gives excellent visibility
and ventilation. Ideal for campers, travelers,
and every day driving. Greatly improves air
conditioning efficiency. Custom made for cars
and wagons 1955 through 1963. Easy to install
with enclosed simple instructions. Write for
Free catalogue and prices. Give make and
model, 2 or 4 door. Prompt Shipment. Sidles
Mfg. Co., Box 3537D, Temple, Texas.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
ABOUT TRAILER

FINANCING
By AL BERNSOHN

ONE OF THE things that inhibits
many prospective owners of travel
trailers, mobile homes or campers

is uncertainty about financing.
There seems to be a strange language

spoken only by people who understand
the intricacies of financing long-term
purchases, especially the first time you
encounter it. But buying credit isn't a
great deal different from buying any-
thing else. Deal with a reputable firm.
Investigate before you buy. Choose an
arrangement that can fit into your bud-
get. Then it can be a transaction that
gives you lasting satisfaction, one that
you made with a sense of security that
you handled it properly.

Your dealer will have one or more
finance sources with whom he works
closely, possibly a local bank, a finan-
cial institution linked to or affiliated
with the trailer manufacturer, or an in-
dependent financial institution. One that
falls into this latter category is Univer-
sal Finance Corporation of Los An-
geles, which has specialized in travel
trailer, mobile home and camper financ-
ing since 1936.

Since Universal is the only specialist
in this category in the West, an inter-
view with William Bower, Vice Presi-
dent of the firm, seemed in order. Here
are some tips it yielded:

Financial institutions prefer to handle
their transactions through retailers and
choose them for dependability. Most
financial paper on trailers and mobile
homes is handled with recourse to the
dealer, both to protect the purchaser
and the financing agency. This also al-
lows the purchaser to deal with a single
party.

Purchasers of campers, travel trailers
and mobile homes are regarded as bet-
ter credit risks than those buying auto-
mobiles. "

Travel trailers and mobile homes may
be financed for from 36 to 84 months,
depending largely on the price of the
trailer.

Down payments are usually 25 per-
cent or more on mobile homes and as

continued on page 34

TOWING
By V. LEE OERTLE

THE COMBINATION of high
speed, open country, and heat
have a subtle effect on the trailer-

tower. Boat-trailers outnumber all
others, with some three-million of
them now registered in the U.S. A
Sunday driver on Hwy. 99 between
Indio and Los Angeles might suspect
that two-thirds of that total are clog-
ging the lanes ahead of him! Each
weekend, you can spot a growing
number of trailers left along the
shoulder of the highway with one
wheel jacked-up — smoking-hot.

Now and then you'll find a travel
trailer, horse trailer, or utility trailer
in a similar situation. The problem
is usually one of the following:

1—Tire failure.
2—Wheel bearing collapse.
3—Split or disintegrated wheel.
4—Bent axle.
5—Hitch breakage.
6—Wiring short-circuit.

All of these common ailments oc-
cur with monotonous regularity. I've
assisted in many emergency road re-
pairs, and I can state emphatically
that understanding the causes behind
the above problems will help you
avoid them.

HITCHES
Towing at continuous high speeds

involves the danger of sudden brak-
ing, skidding, jack - knifing, a n d
other side-effects. Tremendous strains
are placed on the hitch. Never, under
any circumstance, tow with an un-
braced bumper-clamp type of hitch.
It's downright foolhardy. The flex
of acceleration, the impact of sudden
braking forces, and bumpy second-
ary roads place much stress on the
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thin bumper metal. Invariably, hitch
problems are caused by unbraced
bumper hitches. You can avoid the
problem by using what is called a
"three-point" frame hitch. The ball-
hitch can be clamped to the bumper
but a solid steel brace should extend
back under the body and bolt (not
weld) onto the car frame in two sep-
arate locations, one on each side.
The bolted-on brace will stop the
flex of stop-and-go driving, and there-
fore side-step most of the problem.

Make sure you attach a heavy safe-
ty chain between trailer and tow-car
in the event of a break-away. If you're
driving at moderate speeds, the chain
should hold the trailer in line until
you can stop.

LIGHTS
Electrical wiring couplers for legal

lights (and brakes) should be of an
approved type, not merely stubbed in-
to the car's wiring system with tape
and pliers. Check the wiring harness
at every gas stop to make sure wiring
is not dragging in the street. Carry

Follow this procedure before you
leave home with a trailer:

1—Make sure wheel bearings have
been lubricated recently. Carry
spares.

2—Remove hub-caps and tighten
wheel lug bolts.

3—Check tire pressure—make sure
they aren't underinflated.

4—Attach safety-chain and wiring
coupler, and take steps to pre-
vent wires from dangling in the
street.

5—Avoid overloading the trailer.
6—Carry a spare wheel and tire

for the boat trailer—or the tra-
vel trailer. Carry a couple of
spare light bulbs for the trailer.

7—Inspect the hitch at regular in-
tervals for loose b o l t s or
breaks in the weld.

8—Drive at legal speeds—in the
long run, it'll get you there

quicker.

spare bulbs for the trailer lights.
Some types of bulbs are difficult to
obtain in outlying communities.

TIRES. WHEELS. BEARINGS
Small wheels used on many boat

trailers rotate many more times per
mile than those on your car. In-
creased rotation speed accumulates
more heat, compounding the prob-
lem. It's important to lubricate wheel
bearings on any kind of trailer on

a regular basis-in theory, every 1000
miles. In practice, I suggest lubricat-
ing wheel bearings on a trailer after
every dunking in water, and after
passing through a dust or sand storm
—since any of these situations lodge
unwanted abrasives in the races and
bearings.

Speeds above 50 miles an hour sub-
ject trailer wheels to terrific stresses,
heating them to dangerous limits.
Legal speeds may seem pointless on
those long clear highways, but they
make sense when the temperature
rises.

Check the inflation of your tires
when they're cold. Don't bleed air
from hot tires, because it's a false
reading. If you plan to drive a long
distance at high speeds, overinflate
tires 4 pounds. If you're carrying a
heavy burden in the trailer, overin-
flate tires as much as 10 pounds.

OVERLOADING
The one factor above all others-

even speed—which causes most trailer
breakdowns, is overloading. Consider
the fact that the safety factor margin
of boat trailers is a mere 100 pounds.
That is, the average boat trailer was
designed to carry the boat, its motor
and gear, the trailer frame—plus an-
other 100 pounds. For this reason,
the common practice of throwing
tent, sleeping gear, ice chests, food
and water cans into the boat—for an
overland journey—is an invitation to
trouble. Overloading subjects the
trailer to these stresses: axles bend
downward, wheels tip in at the tops,
throwing tires and bearings out of
alignment. I've looked at trailer tires
that were completely balded in less
than 200 miles of high-speed driving!
A broken axle can happen, though
it's rare. More commonly, the wheel
bearings become heated from the ad-
ditional stresses and simply collapse.
If the driver doesn't feel the vibra-
tions very quickly — and stop — the
axle may be permanently damaged by
the collapsed bearing.

Other things can ruin wheel bear-
ings: lack of lubrication, low tire-
pressure (which allows the trailer to
sway sideways), loose wheels (caused
by loose lug nuts), bent wheels, and
out-of-round tires.

Of the three-million boat trailers
in use, there are scores of brand
names, hundreds of m o d e l s , and
countless sizes of wheel-bearings in
use. The odds are terrific against
finding the correct wheel-bearing re-
placement in a roadside gas station.

You can avoid a lot of delay by
carrying a set of two wheel-bearings
at all times. The price will range
from $1.50 up to $4 per bearing, de-

"JUST HORSES" STATIONERY
60 sheets — 7V /2"xl01/ )" personol size — 4 de-
lightful illustrations of "Just Horses" in full color
by Bob Lorenz — 50 illustrated sheets plus 10
blank of white rippletone writing paper with 50
matching envelopes — plus a 7"xlO" full color
framing print of a sorrel Quarter Horse — all
beautifully boxed! $3.00 per box — postage paid
— immediate delivery — money back guarantee!
Send today for catalog showing western framing
prints, stationery, notes, and desert Christmas
cards.

WE LAZY RL RANCH
DRAWER 1500-D

BOULDER, COLORADO

V-8 POWERED JEEP & SCOUTS
When your rig is V-8 powered, your enjoy-
ment is tripled. Sand, hills, mud are no
longer obstacles. Highway travel is quicker,
giving more time to roam the desert. Chu-
chua's adaptor housings are designed to
make each installation easy and strong.

Adaptors are full bell housings, not plates,
using 9V4" input shafts making little or no
firewall cutting necessary.

Priced from $46.50 for all General Motors,
Chrysler, and Ford and Mercury V-8's

Write today for FREE information
BRIAN CHUCHUA'S

Four Wheel Drive Accessory Center,
1625 Harbor Blvd., Fullerton 7, Calif.

TWELVE MONTHS
of Desert for a f r i end -

only $4.50 for a thoughtful gift

HICKORY FARMS OF OHIO

"BEEF STICK"
"No Pepper"
"No Garlic"
"No Vinegar"
"No Pork"

• FOR SPORTSMEN •
A MUST for Fishing, Hunting,
Camping, Picnics, Boating, Pack-
ing Trips — Because of its long
lasting freshness—will keep with-
out refrigeration.

Guarantee of Satisfaction
and Safe Delivery
No Charge for Mailing

100% Pure Beef
Hickory Farms of Ohio

Western Division
P. O. Box 3306, Van Nuys, Cal.

Approx. 4 Ib, beef sticks are $5.98 ea. includ-
ing all packing and mailing. Send check or

money order.

Please ship me Beef Sticks at $5.98 ea.
New Customer Old Customer

To:

"GOLD MEDAL AWARD WINNER"
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APACHE LAND

BEAUTIFUL
SCENERY
FISHING

HUNTING
FREE

CAMP GROUNDS
MODERN CABINS

a Vacation Land
to Remember

tmmm
The White Mountain Apache Indians welcome you.

Come and enjoy the wonderful mountain climate,

the beautiful primitive scenery, clear, cold streams

and the best trout fishing in the Southwest.

FOR INFORMATION AND MAPS, WRITE

WHITE MOUNTAIN
RECREATION ENTERPRISE

P.O. BOX 218
WHITERIVER, ARIZONA

Available in:
2 MATERIALS

POLYETHYLENE
GALVANIZED STEEL

6 CAPACITIES
1 QUART TO 2 GALLONS

3 STYLES

Odorless Polyethylene
"WESTERN

STYLE"
2 and 4 quart ca-
pacities. Blanket
covered, heavy web
shoulder strap,
safety chained
cap. Galvanized
steel in 2,4,6, and
8 quart capacities.

From $3.98
List

Write for FREE illustrated Catalog and Prices
Canteens To Suit Every Need

M. E. SHAW & SONS
P.O. BOX 31428, LOS ANGELES 31 , CALIF.

Uncover the secrets of the
West's romantic history...
gem-minerals and cultural
artifacts of past ages lie
hidden in these legendary
areas of lost mines and
buried treasure...

Follow the old trails of the Spaniards, Padres, Indians and Prospectors with

GOLDAK METAL/MINERAL LOCATORS
model 520-B
The "CHAMPION"
The lightest and most sensitive
metal/mineral locator of its
type ever developed, the
"Champion" instantly detects
buried metal objects, gold, silver
and minerals to a depth of
eight feet!
Fully transistorized, yet of simple,
easy-to-operate design, the
"Champion" is equipped with a
tunable detection head for maximum
sensitivity over mineralized ground,
as well as a special, curved, folding
aluminum handle for lighter weight,
ease of storage and balanced,
one-hand operation $127.50

Write or phone today
for FREE Literature!

THE GOLDAK COMPANY, INC.
Dept. DD-3, 1544 Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale, Calif. CH 5-65

pending on capacity. I talked with
one motorist who waited two days
near Desert Center, while a set of
odd-size wheel-bearings was shipped
from an East Coast depot. This was
a bit unusual, but it can happen.
When your boat-trailer is immobilized
the vacation is over.

The same problem exists with
trailer tires. There are at least a
dozen popular sizes being used. Carry
a spare wheel and tire for the trailer.
The cost ranges from $15 up.

Split or disintegrated wheels occur
at infrequent intervals, due mainly
to severe overloading. You can cure
this one by spreading the weight from
boat to tow-car. / / /

TRAILER FINANCING
(continued from page 32)

little as 10 percent on travel trailers.
While there's some flexibility in this,
most financial institutions classify one
that is 27 feet long and under as a
travel trailer, and 28 feet or longer as
a mobile home.

While there's some variation in inter-
est rate, the usual rate is six percent.

Prices of these homes are roughly
$1000 to $5000 for a travel trailer;
$3500 to $15,000 for a mobile home.

Just as certain insurance companies
have lower rates for drivers with excel-
lent safety records, so financial insti-
tutions seek ways to score consumers
as credit risks so that credit losses can
be curtailed or eliminated and lower fi-
nancial charges made possible for the
good-pay individual.

Studies along these lines rate pur-
chasers by the following yardstick, in
order of importance:

1. Previous credit established by hav-
ing paid consistently on time on large
purchases of comparable size.

2. Stability of employment of the pur-
chaser.

3. Size of down payment.
4. Amount of unpaid balance.
5. Income in relation to the size of

the payment.
Used trailers may be financed in

much the same manner as new ones.
In fact, travel trailers depreciate less
than automobiles since they are not as
discernibly out-of-style.

Purchasers of both new and used
trailers and mobile homes form an in-
creasingly accurate cross-section of the
general population both in income and
ages. The second home has risen to
the level of the new status symbol and
is gaining on the automobile in this
respect. These may be cabins or moun-
tain homes in the high desert, or travel
trailers. More people than ever before
are investing in recreational housing.

This growth has been accelerated by
the large segment of mobile home and
travel trailer owners represented by
older people. They find this type of
residence a way of taking their comforts
with them, a source of companionship
with others in mobile home parks, a
chance for change, and a way of partic-
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• WONDERLAND EXPEDITIONS • WONDERLAND EXPEDITIONS

2 ADVENTURE IN . . .

| ESCALANTE
I COUNTRY

Visit in one
six-day boating trip—

ESCALANTE CANYON
GLEN CANYON
SAN JUAN CANYON
RAINBOW BRIDGE
GREGORY BRIDGE
• Scheduled April thru Septem-

ber.
• 3-day trip available in Octob-

er-November
• Small groups — more enjoy-

ment
• Special charter trips available
• Boating-hiking-swimming-sun-

bathing-camping-exploring

—Also— |

SPECIAL ESCALANTE I
CANYON HIKES

i
o

See all eight I
maior s

natural arches s

Write now for schedules, prices and

literature

KEN SLEIGHT, RIVER GUIDE
6575 South Main
Bountiful, Utah

WONDERLAND \
EXPEDITIONS I

z
"Where the jeep roads end" „

QNVltnCNOA • SNCIIlloJdXa ONVIajaNOM •

ipating in planned social activities.
From the financial institution's stand-
point, the mature purchasers are excel-
lent credit risks. In cases of advanced
ages it is recommended that a son or
daughter sign on the contract with
them, facilitating later transfer of the
property.

The most valuable counsel available
for prospective purchasers of a camper,
travel trailer or mobile home is: exam-
ine the contract carefully. It should
meet the following specifications:

The conditional sales contract should
be a full-disclosure type which explains
in clear, easily-understood language ex-
actly what each element in the contract
costs. It should all be completely set
forth, on the front of the contract, with-
out any hidden details.

If there are any terms not fully spell-
ed out, they should be explained by
the dealer. For example, a contract may
have a line marked "Emb. & V.S.I." un-
der insurance. This means "Embezzle-
ment and Vendors Single Interest." It
eliminates the necessity of maintaining
year-round $50 deductible collision in-
surance when the property may be sta-
tionary much of the time. Instead, it
allows for trip insurance covering a 30-
day period during which the home is
moved to a new site instead of paying
$200 for insurance, the purchaser may
only have to pay $15.

Insurance should be for the term of
the contract, the whole insurance cost
being covered by the monthly payment.

Never sign a contract that is wholly
or partially blank. No reputable dealer
will ever ask you to do this. And all
figures in the contract should coincide
with facts as you know them. If, for
example, a larger down payment than
was actually made is indicated on the
contract so that a greater percentage
of the purchase price may be financed,
the entire transaction could be put in jeo-
pardy.

One of the forces serving this industry
effectively is the Trailer Coach Associa-
tion, with headquarters in Los Angeles.
Through the association, major strides
have been taken toward the upgrading
of trailer parks, uniform codes on hous-
ing, plumbing and electricity have been
sponsored, quality and safety in roving
homes have been improved and the
home owners given greater security and
protection.

Among the facts the Trailer Coach
Association has gathered are: 55 percent
of mobile home owners are professional
people and skilled workers, 18 percent
are retired or senior citizens. Approxi-
mately 4,100,000 persons now live in
mobile homes in the United States. Sixty
percent of mobile home dwellers are
church-goers and 75 percent are regis-
tered voters.

Approximately a third of the nation's
mobile home and travel trailer popu-
lation live in the West. One out of every
nine housing starts in the nation is a
mobile home.

There are approximately 16,000 mo-
bile home parks located in the United
States. More than 1100 new parks are
being built each year. The nation's mo-
bile home parks represent investments
totalling more than a billion dollars,
with some individual parks costing as
much as a million. tf/

WESTERN
RIVER TRIPS

DINOSAUR NATIONAL MONUMENT
(YAMPA-GREEN RIVERS)

May 14-18 May 28-June 1 $69.00
May 21-25 June 11-15 per person
CATARACT CANYON — COLORADO RIVER

June 3-8 — $125.00 per person
(All Male Trip)

MIDDLEFORK OF SALMON RIVER
July 27-Aug. 1 — $135.00 per person

Excellent Trout Fishing
HELLS CANYON — SNAKE RIVER

Aug. 4-10 — $125.00 per person
MAIN SALMON RIVER
Sept. 5-10 $115.00 per person
Sept. 30 - Oct. 5 Excellent Trout &
Oct. 7-12 Steelhead Fishing
COLUMBIA RIVER — British Columbia, Can.

Sept. 13-20 — $195.00 per person
Exploratory Trip

For more information and reservations,
call or write

WESTERN RIVER EXPEDITIONS
1699 East 3350 South, Salt Lake City 6, Utah

HUnter 44006

MACDONALD'S

YOU CAN EASILY turn our kit ihto a
complete, professional looking, well-built
camper in just a few hours with simple
hand tools. (Or complete line for the man
who wants one assembled).

STRONG STEEL TUBING framework and
beautiful heavy aluminum cover, scored for
strength. Extremely light.

FEATURES LARGE WINDOWS and rear
door; wide range of optional equipment
and accessories to further enhance your
camper.

Write or visit one of our 12 western plants:

Macdonald Camper Kit Co.
EL MONTE
11015 E. Rush
HAYWARD
82 W. Jackson

SACRAMENTO
4865 Pasadena
PORTLAND, ORE.
9215 SE 82nd
PUYALLUP, WASH.
207 Jovita N.E.

SAN JOSE
1070 Elm
VENTURA
181 West Main

ELCAJON
501 Wile
OGDEN, UTAH
185 West 12th

EAST MESA, ARIZ.
9643 Apache Trail

FRESNO
1525 Blackstone
TUCSON
4952 Casa Grande Hwy.

Changing Address?
New postal regulations make it important
that you send your change-of-address
notice to us promptly. And please re-
member to list your old address as well
as your new.

Circulation Dept., Desert Magazine
Palm Desert, Calif.
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NOW... Start Enjoying "THE BEST o f TWO WORLDS"
WESTERN
UVING

$10 DOWN/$10 PER MONTH /
FULL PRICE $595 0 0

NO INTEREST NO CARRYING CHARCCHARGES

-iv/ri=r! A V A T .T .T=n
BOOMING NEVADA IS EQUALED BY ONLY A FEW PUCES IN THE WORLD. Population has surged Westward
in ever increasing numbers. Westward to Nevada, where the air is fresh and clear, taxes are low or non-
existent and opportunity is open to all. Yes, Nevada is booming and real estate investors are prospering.
It is a proven fact that many purchasers of Nevada acreage have realized fabulous profits from small
investments. Now, a NEW Nevada Real Estate Opportunity exists for you. This Ground Floor Opportunity is
MEADOW VALLEY RANCHOS, located only Vh miles from the thriving city of EIko, Nevada.

THE VERY BEST FEATURES OF T W O WORLDS

. . . THE WORLD OF THE WEST Located in prosperous EIko County, the ranchos
have the backdrop of the majestic Ruby Mountains. The sparkling Humboldt
River is a short Vz mile away. Every Rancho fronts on a graded road that
leads into coast to coast U.S. Highway 40. Amidst these spectacular sur-
roundings MEADOW VALLEY RANCHO owners can relax and enjoy the won-
derful life of the Golden West.

. . . THE WORLD OF CITY CONVENIENCES The bustling city of EIko with its
modern schools, shops, theaters, hospital and airport is only lVz miles away.
The Experienced, Successful Developers of MEADOW VALLEY RANCHOS are
not offering remote land where purchasers have to hope for progress and
expansion. They offer you the opportunity of a life time, a chance to par-
ticipate in Nevada's continuing boom . . . Minutes from the conveniences
of hospitable EIko, in the midst of current growth and progress, MEADOW
VALLEY RANCHOS has all the necessary ingredients to skyrocket in value!

RECREATION UNLIMITED:

FISHING: In jewel like lakes,
and mountain fed bottom
streams you'll catch trophy
size German Browns, Rainbow
and Brook Trout . . . large
mouth fighting Bass. RANCHO
owners can catch their din-
ner within easy driving dis-
tance of the property lines.

HUNTING: Hunters from all corners of the globe come to EIko County to
hunt the big game species Mule Deer . . . Quail, Chukar, and Partridge are
found in abundance.

n
fiOLF: A mere one mile from MEA-
DOW VALLEY RANCHOS is the Ruby
View Golf Course. No rush for start-
ing times on this city owned and
maintained golf course, but golfing

- as it should be enjoyed. Play a leis-
urely 9-18 or 36 holes surrounded
by breathtaking scenery, minutes
from your rancho.

FOR ALL THE FAMILY: MEADOW VALLEY RANCHO owners enjoy the FREE use
of Nevada's many state recreation areas. Swimming, Camping, Boating, Pic-
nicking, Rock Hunting, Horseback Riding and many many more recreational
opportunities are available.

PROVEN OPPORTUNITY: Yes, individuals are taking advantage of Nevada
opportunity. But the countries financial experts, our leading corporations are
also investing in their Nevada futures. Industrial giants build plants where
Increasing Land Values and Population demand them. Anaconda Copper has
completed a $32,000,000 plant. North American Aviation, Kaiser Steel and
Curtis-Wright are building plants or have secured large acreage.

LOW OR NON-EXISTENT TAXES: As a result of Nevada's low realistic tax
structure, Profits And Wages Are Kept; not paid out to the state. NEVADA
HAS NO STATE INCOME, INHERITANCE, CORPORATION OR GIFT TAX. The low
real property tax is definitely limited by the state constitution. YES, NEVADA
IS ONE OF OUR LAST FRONTIERS OF TAX FREEDOM!

TOTAL COSTS: The full price of the title to your V/i acre Rancho is only
$595.00. Complete payment schedule is $10.00 down and $10.00 per month.
No interest, no carrying charges. Live, Vacation or Retire on your land, or
simply hold for investment security. Wise men like Andrew Carnegie said,
"More money has been made in Real Estate than in all industrial investments
combined." Make MEADOW VALLEY RANCHOS' PROSPEROUS FUTURE —YOUR
FUTURE. DON'T MISS THE GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY!

MEADOW VALLEY RANCHOS
1496C Stockmen Blclg., EIko, Nevodo

MEADOW VALLEY RANCHOS
1496C Stockmen Bldg., EIko, Nevada MAIL COUPON TODAY

Yes! — Reserve acreage at MEADOW VALLEY RANCHOS for me — 2V4 acre parcel, $595 — payable $10 down, and
$10 a month, no interest no carrying charges. Send purchase contract and map showing exact location of my holding.
You will return my deposit if I request same within 30 days. I enclose deposit for each 2Vi acre rancho desired.

SIZE
ACRES

2V2

5
7V2

10

DOWN
*1O
$15
$20
$25

PER
MO.
$10
$15
$20
$25

Nam*:.

Address.

Clty:_ -State:.

Indicate No. of Ranchos Total enclosed
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and
^INTERESTING

^SOUTHWEST

THE NEW BOOKS . . .
TURBULENT YESTERDAY . . .
A STUDY IN GHOST TOWNS,

by Don Ashbaugh; illustrated;
345 pages; $7.50.

MINES OF THE OLD SOUTH-
WEST, by Rex Arrowsmith; 90
pages; illustrated with wood
cuts; $4.95.

THE MINING WEST AT THE
TURN OF THE CENTURY,
by Henry Curtis Morris; 80
pages; illustrated; $5.

THE BONANZA WEST, by Wil-
liam S. Greever; illustrated; bib-
liography; 430 pages; $5.95.

ALSO CURRENT . . .
TORRENT IN THE DESERT,

by Weston and Jeanne Lee.
Photos (mostly in color) and
text of the Colorado River—from
the Green River Lakes to the
Mexican Estuary. 222 pages. $20.

MEXICO, by Sunset staff. A guide
to the sunny land below the bor-
der. Heavily illustrated with 9
maps; papercover; $1.75.

MEET FLORA MEXICANA, by
M. Walter Pesman. A popular
guide to Mexican plants and
trees — in English. Illustrated;
vinyl hardcover edition, $6.

HOW TO ORDER . . .
The books listed above can be pur-
chased by mail from Desert Magazine
Book Store, Palm Desert, Calif. Please
add 15c for postage and handling per
book. California residents also add
4% sales tax. Write for free South-
west book catalog.

The mines are dead but the mem-
ories aren't. If you are a mining
buff read on; otherwise derail.

First of the latest Western mining
books to come to hand is the late
Don Ashbaugh's TURBULENT
YESTERDAY . . . A STUDY IN
GHOST TOWNS. It sticks to the
boomtowns of Nevada, outlining the
brilliant births and the bouncing
lives of thirty Nevada "boomers."
TURBULENT YESTERDAY is well
illustrated, with some 65 old-time
photographs sprinkled throughout
the text. Ashbaugh, who died the
week the final chapter was written,
was for 10 years a feature and Sun-
day editor of the Las Vegas Review-
Journal. The author, who searched
out his material from records, news-
papers, and first - hand accounts,
writes with a vigor matching the
rugged, vibrant sagebrush cities of
Nevada's yesteryear.

A limited edition, pocket-size, high-
quality booklet on some of the earli-
est comments about MINES OF THE
OLD SOUTHWEST was written by
Rex Arrowsmith, a consulting geolo-
gist. The author has gathered re-
ports written by Emory, Whipple,
Mowry, Twitchell, Josiah Gregg, Coz-
zens, and others—some of the com-
ments only a paragraph in length.
They hint at lost mines, and they tell
of some of the real, operating mines.
The small book—for mining-histor-
ians only—is illustrated with old wood
cuts.

Another mining engineer, Henry
Curtis Morris, who knocked around
Colorado and the Southwest and
Mexico, starting in 1896, has publish-
ed a private "diary" entitled: THE
MINING WEST AT THE TURN
OF THE CENTURY. The 80-page
book, illustrated from Morris' own
album or from historical files, is a
compilation of memories. His per-
sonal recollections ramble from Ca-
nada to Guanajuato in Mexico. This
is one for the mining-camp hobby-
ists.

The importance of gold and silver
in populating the West with Ameri-
cans is spelled out in THE BON-
ANZA WEST by William S. Greever,
professor and chairman of history at
the University of Idaho. The period
covered by THE BONANZA WEST
was from 1848 to 1900, and includes
California gold camps, the Comstock
Lode, the Nevada mines, Cripple
Creek, Montana gold and silver,
Idaho, the Black Hills and the Klon-
dike. The book is well illustrated,
and has an excellent 13-page bibli-
ography.

—CHARLES E. SHELTON

HISTORICAL
BOOK SPECIALTIES

STORY OF INYO by W. A. Chalfant. True
history of Owens Valley. How L A. got
its water $4
GOLD, GUNS AND GHOST TOWNS by W.
A. Chalfant. Boyhood stories of many old
gold camps $3.75
DEEPEST VALLEY by Genny Schumacher.
Guide to Owens Valley, its mountains,
roadsides, etc. Paper $2.95, cloth .... $4.75
STORY OF EARLY MONO COUNTY by
Ella Cain. Exploring, gold rushes, ghost
towns of historic area. Paper $3.75, cloth

$5.50
STORY OF BODIE by Ella Cain. Stories
of' the wildest, most lawless mining camp
in the far west. Paper $2.50, cloth $4
LOAFING ALONG DEATH VALLEY TRAILS
by Wm. Caruthers. A narrative of people
and places $4.25
COMSTOCK MINING AND MINERS by
Eliot Lord. Reprints of 1883 edition of
outstanding history of Virginia City...$8.50
HISTORY OF NEVADA by Thompson and
West. Reprint of the famous 1881 edition.
Collectors item $20
100 YEARS OF REAL LIVING. Bishop Cen-
tennial stories, photos, facts—full of his-
tory. Paper $1

MANY OTHERS. Write for complete list.
Postage prepaid if payment enclosed with

order. In Calif, add 4% sales tax.

PINON BOOK STORE
206 North Main St. Bishop. California
In the Heart of the Eastern High Sierras

c? RELAX "v ,
IN SOUTHERN OREGON*

ROGUE RIVER VALLEY

Carefree Days Await You
in southern Oregon's evergreen playground.
Enjoy the enchantment of rustic resorts
or secluded camp sites. Relax in modern
hotel and motel facilities.

Fish mountain streams and lakes. See
a Shakespearean play. Visit historic
sites. Tour Oregon Caves and sky-tinted

f Crater Lake.

SEND COUPON FOR FULL COLOR FOLDER

BOX 1961-2
ROGUE RIVER.

riTY

OREGON

7ONF STATF
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"Come ye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest a while." Mark 6:31

May is for meditation. On what? Somehow I think it
invites Appreciation. So go out on the sands with Adele and
me, at least in spirit, lift your face toward the stars, and count
a few of your earthly blessings. Start, if you wish, with the
fact that you can read this paragraph at all; many people are
blind. Soon you'll find a way to express your gratitude.

• • •
Don't get the idea that this desert weather is hot. Not

yet! True, it's short-sleeve and straw-hat time, but you new-
comers—wait! Let this gradually condition your will power
for what's to come. But if you do insist on writing me
about how hot it is on your desert hill this month, let me
hear from you again about August 22. Hardly a desert rock
melts in May, but three months from now the non-volcanic
lava— !

• • •
Don't get me wrong, 1 like heat; I go to the seashore every

summer and study the weather reports from Needles, Blythe,
Yuma and other warmish spots. Very gratifying. I mean,
knowing that thousands of you strong fellows are weathering
it out. It's good for you. Builds Character, Moral Stamina,
and such like. Us weaklings congratulate you.

• • •
I'm kidding, of course, so don't get sore; I have spent

more than 30 summers on the desert in our Southwest, I know
what it's like! It's not all pleasant; many a time I wondered
how we'd stand it out. But whenever we got to considering
the sub-zero frigidity of the North in winter, we felt good. I'll
take southern Arizona over northern Wisconsin any time.

• • •
My Adele was getting along fine with that snooty interior

decorator who wore the beret and smock and a Buster Brown
tie. Until, that is, he told her to wallpaper the grand piano.
Now I won't have to pay his bill after all, because suddenly
she laughed so loud and long he left the house in a huff.

• • •
We try to please everybody in our home; our four

flocks faithfully show four different times. Once a week
Adele sets all of them 10 minutes ahead, so nobody will
be late for anything.

• * •
Twenty years ago Adele and I moved into a new desert

style pueblo Indian home on the outskirts of Phoenix. We
figured never to be jammed against too many neighbors.
Today, 1 look out my upstairs office window, where I'm writ-
ing this, and see a 22-story skyscraper nearing completion just
a few block away. It bothers me; not that I can't live near
the thing, but because of what it portends. Where are my
great-grandchildren going to "get away from it all"? When
American (and world) population becomes elbow-to-elbow,
how are sensible people going to cope? I'm glad it's not likely
to be my problem.

• • •
These are fast, fast, FAST times. A lady in India phoned

the Los Angeles office of an airline and asked how long it
took to fly to New York. "Just a minute," the airline clerk
replied, reaching for a schedule.

"Thank you!" our lady gasped, hanging up, and calling the
railroad for a reservation.

• • •
Down on Bullhead Boulevard in Calexico last week I heard

a True Nature Story. "I was drinking from the Colorado River,"
said one man, "when a large Mexican panther came up and

sniffed me. It was very fierce, would have eaten me alive.
But with great presence of mind I splashed water on its face,
and it slunk away."

I know it's true, because I happened to be on the Colorado
myself at the same time. Some minutes after that incident I
met that same panther, and as is my custom, I stroked its
whiskers. And friends, those whiskers were wet!

• • •
Our Southwestern desert has its horsey set. About all

they do, it seems, is eat. sleep, talk and live horse.

Well, they could do worse. And one did—she got married
on horseback! To whom? A professional skin diver! Coerced
him into it, which was, of course, a new version of water on
the brain for him, and of horsing around for her. I hope they
live in green pastures, with cool, clear streams.

• • •
"Eat here," pleads a sign somewhere near Desert

Center. "It's better to give your money to a good res-
taurant man than to a good doctor."

• • •
Another sign I like, this time on a neat little church

in a desert town: "Traveling To Outer Space? Instruc-
tions Inside."

• * •
Desert Steve Ragsdale once told me he had a marvelous

invention. "By means of a pedal attachment," said he. "a ful-
crum lever converts a vertical reciprocating motion into a
circular movement. The principal component is a huge disk
that revolves on a vertical plane. Power is applied through the
axis of the disk, and work is done on the periphery. The
hardest steel may be reduced to any shape by mere impact."

"Good heavens!" I exclaimed, impressed. "What is this
marvelous machine?"

Said Desert Steve, "A grindstone."

Strange truth about the desert highways—when you want
a bus you can never see one, but when you drive a car there's
always one in front of you.

• • •
I admire a fast thinker. Such as Desert Dan Devore.

One evening he was out with the boys, and before he
realized it, dawn had come. He thought fast, called his
wife on the phone and gasped, "Don't pay the ransom,
honey. I escaped!"

• • •
How in the world do the birds know when I have just

washed and polished my car?
• • *

Little Joey Davis of Gila Bend, Arizona, wrote his soldier
daddy, "I ate too much pie, got sick and had to earp."

Just shows us the powerful influence of TV westerns.
• • •

Few things are as good, as bad, or as impossible as we
think they are. We desert rats often say the desert is the only
good place to live. It isn't. We hear from softies that the
desert is the worst place to live. It isn't. Truth is, the desert
is ideal only for those who have the temperament for it, the
sensitivity, the perception. The city sophisticate will indeed be
unhappy here. And—for us at least—time has proven our
choice a wise one, for here as nowhere else we seem able to
commune with God. We wish we knew how best to share
that blessing. / / /
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NEW BOOKS ABOUT WE SOUTHWEST
published within the kst ye$t

CALIFORNIA DESERT WIIDFIOWERS. PHILIP A. MUNZ. The
first book of its kind devoted to California desert flowers.
By the recognized botanical authority, Philip Munz. 96
color photos, 172 excellent line drawings, two (naps. Paper
cover $2.95, hardcover- J $4.95

BECKONING DESERT. ED AINSWORTH. A collection of
impressions and incidents Ainsworth has gathered over
his 35 years of visiting the California deserts for feature
stories for the Los Angeles Times. Personal and informal.
Illustrated by Bill Bender. 262 pages. Hardcover $5.95

GREAT SURVEYS OF THE AMERICAN WEST. RICHARD A.
BARTLETT. During the years 1867-79 four major survey
parties were sent westward to observe and map the front-
ier lands of the burgeoning nation. Later called the Great
Surveys, they were led by Hayden, Powell, King and
Wheeler. The author tells of the hardships, the discoveries,
the adventures of these pioneering parlies that did much
to open the West. 464 pages, illustr., maps, index. 1 $7.95

THE MEXICAN HOUSE, OLD AND NEW. VERA COOK
SHIPWAY and WARREN SHIPWAY. Detailed close-ups of
architectural features, such as shutters, roofs, windows,
patios. Interior views of fireplaces, lighting fixtures, stair-
ways and ceilings. 312 photographs, 37 pages of measured
drawings, 187 pages. Hard cover. „ $12.50

MEXICO ON $5 A DAY. JOHN WILCOCK. A practical
money-saving guide. Lists inexpensive hotels, restaurants,
night-spots, tours, transportation, plus maps of each city,
with list of commonly used words and phrases in Spanish
with English translation. Paper cover $2.50

DESERT WILDLIFE. EDMUND C. JAEGER. A revision of the
author's earlier book OUR DESERT NEIGHBORS. This is a
series of intimate natural history sketches of the wild ani-
mals of the Southwestern deserts. Although thoroughly
scientific, it is pleasurable reading as well as useful. Hard
cover. About 300 pages $5.95

EDWARD KERN AND AMERICAN EXPANSION. ROBERT V.
HINE. In the days of the great westward expansion, Ed-
ward Kern and his brothers explored, charted, sketched
and described much of the vast southwest. They led a
hazardous life (two of the three Kern brothers were killed
by Indians). Their role was as exciting as it was rugged.
Kern was one of the great scientific frontiersmen of the
19th Century. 220 pages, many sketches and early-day
photos. Hardcover J $6

I PAINT THE GHOST TOWNS. EVELYNE BOYNTON GRIER-
SON. Twenty ghost towns of Nevada, California, and
Colorado were painted by the artist-author. The cover is
in color, the others in black-and-white. Descriptive text
accompanies each painting. Some of the ghost towns:
Virginia City, Washoe City, Rawhide, Ballarat, Randsburg,
Dayton, and Hornsilver. Paper cover $3

GREAT GUNFIGHTERS OF THE WEST. CARL W. BREIHAN.
It seems that the gunfighters of the Wild Days just don't
die. They stay alive for roaring action, fast draws, and ex-
citing adventure. This hardback includes some rare photos
of some of the fighters and their guns. Indexed and
carries a bibliography. . „ . _ $5.95

GREAT STAGE COACH ROBBERS OF THE WEST. EUGENE
B. BLOCK. For about 50 years, from the gold boom days
of '48, the stagecoach robbers were the talk of the mining
towns of the West. Half-hero, half-villain, the stagecoach
stickup man was the most flamboyant character in a roar-
ing age in a wild land. 16 black-and-white photos.
Hardcover _ $4.50

GHOST TOWN ALBUM. LAMBERT FLORIN. Part of the
Western Ghost Town Series by Florin. Primarily pictures
of the way the old boom towns, long since dead, look
today. Some text, maps. Includes pictures taken in Ari-
zona, California, Utah, New Mexico, Idaho, the Dakotas,
and Montana $12.50

WARNER, THE MAN AND THE RANCH. LORRIN L. MOR-
RISON. A varied and vibrant career as a trapper and pio-
neer California ranchero was that of Juan Jose Warner.
He saw the west change from frontier to a land of real
estate promotions. 87 pages, some illustrations. Paper-
back. - $2

INDIAN TRADERS. FRANK McNITT. The author of the
excellent biography "Richard Wetherill: Anasazi," now gives
us the most complete report ever gathered on the Indian
Traders of the Southwest. McNitt went to original sources,
unpublished documents, and family letters, to recreate in
fact the lives and times of men like Hubbell, Keam, John
Lee, Noel, and John Moore. This book should go with you
next time you head for Monument Valley or Window Rock
or back beyond. 486 pages, illustrated, maps, index,
bibliography $5.95

. . . REPRINTED WITHIN THE
PAST YEAR

ON THE BORDER WITH CROOK. JOHN
GREGORY ROURKE. A new reprint of the
1891 account of General Crook's famous
Arizona Territory campaign against the
Apaches and their war chief, Geronimo.
402 pages. Some sketches $6.75

MOUNTAIN MEADOWS MASSACRE. JUAN-
ITA BROOKS. This is a revised account
of a widely-read book first published in
1950. It is the most detailed report of
the southern Utah massacre that will be
argued and examined as long as historians
of the Southwest gather. 420 pages. Illus-
trated, bibliography and index $5.95

ARIZONA AS IT WAS. HIRAM C. HODGE.
First published in 1877. A lively, accurate
description of life on the Arizona frontier.
A 6x9 reprint, 275 pages. Sketches $6

LOWER CALIFORNIA GUIDE BOOK. GER-
HARD and GULICK. Mops, motor mileage,
supplies—the complete data you will need
for a journey into the fascinating land
south of the border. Includes information
as to customs, food, passports—everything
you will want to know whether you go by
auto, boat, plane or burro. Cloth .... $6.50

USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER BOOKS BY MAIL
Please send me the following books:

TITLE:

TITLE:_

TITLE:_

.PRICE

-PRICE

.PRICE

Above total

Add 15<? each book for packing & postage

Calif, residents add 4% sales tax

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR THIS AMOUNT:
to: Desert Magazine Book Shop, Palm Desert, Calif.

My Name:

Address:
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